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On February 7, the Abbe Museum in Bar Harbor will 
open a new exhibition entitled Wabanaki Guides. This 
major exhibition illustrates how the Wabanakis’ expert 

knowledge of land and waterways has influenced the Maine visitor 
experience throughout history, from European contact in the 1600s 
up to the present day. Stories and historic accounts from a variety of 
individuals, including Henry David Thoreau and Joseph Treat, will 
illustrate how guiding is still intrinsically linked to tribes, tourism, 
economics, and environmental sustainability in Maine. 

A Wabanaki guide can offer a unique perspective on Maine’s natural 
environment, one that reflects centuries of reliance on this place. 
Explorers coming over from Europe, cartographers, artists, hunters, 
and writers depended on Wabanaki people to guide them through the 
forests and waters of Maine. Wabanaki Guides will highlight stories 
from a variety of perspectives and points in time. 

History in Guiding 
on Display at the 
Abbe Museum
by Hannah Walen

Hunting with a tribal guide means having a connection to the 
land and the species that goes back for thousands of years. That 
connection is formed through the hunting knowledge that comes with 
being a tribal member. It is knowledge learned from their parents, 
uncles, and grandfathers—men in the community that have passed 
that knowledge down for generations. Knowing the land, the species, 
when to hunt, where to hunt, hunting techniques—the knowledge of 
these things has been passed down for 10,000 years.

—Matt Dana
Passamaquoddy guide

Upon entering the exhibition, visitors will be able to imagine them-
selves embarking on a canoe trip into the Maine woods, the ances-
tral home of the Wabanaki for 12,000 years. In this place of rugged 

View from the bow of a birchbark canoe. Photo by David Moses Bridges, Passamaquoddy.

—continued on page 14

Wabanaki guide poling fisherman upriver in 
birch-bark canoe. Photo courtesy of Donald 
Soctomah, Historic Preservation Office, 
Passamaquoddy.
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MAM NEWS

October Meeting 
Minutes Summary

On October 9, 2012, MAM’s Board of Trustees voted to institute 
rolling membership, making membership effective for one year 
from the date of signing up as a member. In the past, all member-
ships ran from January 1 to December 31. The change will ensure 
that members get a full year of benefits, regardless of when they pay 
their membership dues.

The board began discussing the goals for 2013, the final year of 
a five-year long-range plan that has directed MAM’s activities. 
Executive Committee members and other interested board members 
met in November and in December to further discuss priorities for 
the coming year. The full board was expected to take action at the 
January 14 meeting.

At the Annual Meeting held at the Annual Conference in Orono on 
October 26, the membership approved a change to the bylaws to 
revise responsibilities of the secretary. The new description is: 

The secretary shall work with the staff to be certain that the 
minutes of all meetings of the board and the executive com-
mittee are complete and accurate and that arrangements are 
in place to ensure the said minutes, as well as other salient 
documents, are satisfactorily archived.  The secretary shall 
also be responsible for orienting new board members to their 
duties and responsibilities, in the context of MAM’s mission, 
long-range plan, and available resources. 

Maine Archives and Museums 
and New England Museum 

Association Partner for 
Joint Membership Program

Maine Archives and Museums (MAM), Maine’s only membership 
organization dedicated to promoting and supporting the state’s col-
lecting institutions, announces a new membership collaboration 
with the New England Museum Association (NEMA), active right 
now. Any all-volunteer organization that is a member of MAM is 
entitled to a one-year complimentary membership at NEMA. The 
complimentary membership is good for for one full year after the 
sign-up date, and members will get all the benefits every other 
NEMA member receives, plus a free copy of “NEMA’s 25 Top Tips 
for Small Museums.”

This reciprocal membership benefit is available to any all-volunteer 
organization—meaning that the organization retains absolutely no 
paid staff—that becomes a member of MAM. Registration is simple 
and can be done through MAM’s website: www.mainemuseums.org. 
Simply select Institutional—All-volunteer as your membership cat-
egory, and instructions for redeeming your NEMA membership will 
be provided as part of the registration process. If you have recently 
renewed your membership without redeeming this information, 
simply contact MAM for help: info@mainemuseums.org or (207) 
400-6965. Remember: this benefit is for all-volunteer organizations 
ONLY.

Welcome New Board Members!
MAM welcomes five new board members who are beginning new terms in 2013.

Heather Bilodeau is the Director of the Edward J. Walsh History Center at the Camden Public Library, where she began working 
as a volunteer in 2005. She also serves on the Maine Historical Records Advisory Board and is slated to receive her Master’s 
of Library and Information Science in the spring of 2013. 

Ellen Dyer is an independent museum professional with fifteen years’ experience in library, archives, and museum settings. Her 
experience includes working as the executive director of The General Henry Knox Museum, an outreach consultant for the 
Maine Historical Society’s Maine Memory Network, and the archivist for the Camden Public Library. Ellen will serve MAM 
not only as a board member but also as Treasurer in 2013.

Gretchen Faulkner is the Director of the Hudson Museum, Collins Center for the Arts at the University of Maine, which celebrates 
a world of culture and cultures of the World. She has been at the Hudson Museum since 1986 and has been Director since 
2002. She has conducted archaeological research on 17th-century English and French sites in mid-coast Maine and is the co-
author of several publications on early settlement in Maine. 

David O. Smith has served Kennebec Valley Community College as its Technical Services Librarian/Archivist since 2005. During 
his tenure, Smith has been awarded two grants to re-establish control of the collections. He has created a Google site for the 
archive and is in the process of moving all the digital content to the College’s new web site. His efforts to promote awareness 
and use of the archives include the publication of an archive newsletter called the Annual Lynx.

Deborah Staber is the Director of the L.C Bates Museum of Natural History and Culture on the campus of Good Will-Hinckley, a 
position she has held for 21 years. She has implemented many museum collaborations designed to provide engaging science 
and art outreach programs to children in central Maine schools and their families.
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2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD MEMBERSPresident: 
Jessica Skwire Routhier (2009)

Independent Museum Professional
48 Bellevue Avenue

South Portland, ME 04106
Phone: 207-799-7324

jrouthier@maine.rr.com

Vice President: 
Raney Bench (2012)

Abbe Museum
26 Mount Desert St.

Bar Harbor, ME 04609
Phone: 207-288-3519       

educator@abbemuseum.org

Secretary: 
Candace Kanes (2011)

Curator/Historian, Maine Memory Network
Maine Historical Society

489 Congress St.
Portland, ME 04101

Phone:  207-774-1822      
ckanes@mainehistory.org

Treasurer: 
Ellen Dyer (2013)

Museum Consultant
81 Bobolink Lane

Thomaston, ME 04861
Phone:  207-226-3434

ellendyer@roadrunner.com

Jane Bianco (2010)
Farnsworth Art Museum
16 Museum Street
Rockland, ME 04841
Phone: 207-596-6457  x104
jbianco@farnsworthmuseum.org

Heather Bilodeau (2012)
Walsh History Center, Camden 
Public Library
55 Main Street
Camden, ME 04843
Phone: 207-236-3440
hbilodeau@librarycamden.org

Peter Cook (2012)
Tare Shirt Farm
227 Diamond Hill Road
Berwick, ME 03901
Phone: 207-698-1664      
Cell: 207-43-4445
pwcooktsf@aol.com

Rachel Desgrosseilliers (2012)
Museum L-A
35 Canal Street Box A7 
Lewiston, ME  04240
Phone: 207-333-3881 
rachel@museumla.com

Gretchen Faulkner (2013)
Hudson Museum 
5746 Collins Center for the Arts 
University of Maine 
Orono, ME 04469-5746 
Phone:  207-581-7904
gretchen@umit.maine.edu 

Leigh Hallett (2011)
Newport Cultural Center
154 Main Street
Newport, ME 04953
Phone: 207-368-2193     
director@newportculturalcenter.org

Sheri Leahan (2011)
Independent Museum Professional
35 Cummings Hill Road
Temple, ME 04984
Phone:  207-779-4445      
sleahan@gmail.com

Teresa Myers (2012)
Myers Conservation Services
26 Frandy Lane 
Sebec, ME 04481
Phone:  207-564-3910       
Info@MyersConservation.com

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS

Animal Allies: 
Inuit Views of the Natural World

Exhibition at The Peary-MacMillan Arctic 
Museum, Bowdoin College, Brunswick

Through January 6, 2014
This exhibition explores the Inuit world-
view in which humans and animals are 
interdependent and connected in pro-
found ways. Contemporary Canadian and 
Alaskan Inuit carvings and prints, ethno-

David O. Smith (2013)
Kennebec Valley Community 
College Archives 
92 Western Avenue 
Fairfield, ME 04937-1367 
Phone: 207-453-5004
LibraryArchive@kvcc.me.edu 
 
Deborah Staber (2012)
L C Bates Museum
P.O. Box 159
Hinkley, ME 04944
Phone:   207-238-4250
lcbates@gwh.org

Ellen Tenan (2012)
Ruggles House
298 Tenan Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
Phone: 207-546-7903       
etenan@ruggleshouse.org

(In parentheses after 
each name is the year the 
director began serving 
his/her term. A director can 
serve up to three successive 
two-year terms.)

graphic objects, film clips, and natural 
history specimens—including an Alaskan 
polar bear and a Labrador caribou—are 
on display. Sponsored by The Russell and 
Janet Doubleday Endowment. FMI: 207-
725-3416.

Heritage Apples of Kennebec County
Event sponsored by the 

Vaughan Homestead, Hallowell
Saturday, January 26, 2013

2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Join Maine apple expert John Bunker for a 

discussion of the history of apple growing 
in Maine, with particular attention given to 
Hallowell, Gardiner, and surrounding com-
munities. Plenty of time will be reserved for 
questions. Bring your favorite apple dish to 
share (and your own plate and utensil)! This 
program will be held at Viles Arboretum, 
153 Hospital St., Augusta. There is park-
ing at the Arboretum and overflow parking 
directly across the street. Free. FMI: www.
vaughanhomestead.org / 207-622-9831.

An Avalanche of Interest: 
175 Years of Skiing in Maine

Lecture sponsored by the 
Vaughan Homestead, Hallowell
Thursday, January 31, 7 p.m.

It’s time to dust off your skis and shake out 
your hats. We have snow! Scott Andrews, 
curator and research director at the Ski 

—continued on page 5

Walrus Shaman, Ron “Qay”Apangalook, 2008, 
Anchorage, ivory. Photo by Dean Abramson.
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Museum of Maine, will be making a pre-
sentation on the earliest period of skiing in 
Maine, from 1870 through World War II, 
which will include coverage of different 
Scandinavian nationalities, winter carnivals, 
and the visionaries of the early 20th cen-
tury. This is a joint program of the Vaughan 
Homestead and the Hubbard Free Library in 
Hallowell and will be held at the library. The 
homestead will bring ski-related items from 
our collections to display during the pro-
gram. Free. FMI: www.vaughanhomestead.
org / 207-622-9831.

“Keeping Warm” 
Exhibition and 

Winter Lecture and Workshop Series
at the Penobscot Marine Museum
Exhibition, through February 24; 

Programs, Saturdays, February 2–23
This series of programs is offered in conjunc-
tion with the museum’s winter exhibition, 
Keeping Warm, showcasing the museum’s 
collection of beautiful 19th-century quilts as 
well as 19th- and early 20th-century winter 
clothing, fiber art, tools and crafts, toys, 
sports equipment, and historic photos of 
Maine in winter. Keeping Warm is co-curat-
ed by members of the Friendship Sampler 
Quilters chapter of the Pine Tree Quilters 
and includes quilts by their members. 
Keeping Warm is in the Museum Gallery on 
Route One, 40 East Main Street, Searsport, 
and will be open Thursday through Sunday, 
through February 24. FMI: www.penobscot-
marinemuseum.org / 207-548-2529.

Following are details about the 
programs in the “Keeping Warm” series:

All Kinds of Fisherman’s Mittens
Saturday, February 2, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Author and knitter Robin Hansen will speak 
on the history and traditions of knitting mit-
tens and their importance to fishermen. She 

will teach the old-time Maine cast-on and 
help you to knit the mittens of your dreams, 
whether they be European or down home 
Maine. We will have Robin’s new knitting 
book, Ultimate Mittens, and her book of 
Maine mittens, Favorite Mittens, on hand. 
Bring your yarn and needles. Lunch pro-
vided. At the Penobscot Marine Museum’s 
Stephen Phillips Memorial Library, Church 
Street, Searsport. $40 non-members, $35 
members, includes lunch. Call 207-548-
2529 to register.

Bed Turning
Saturday, February 9, 2 p.m .– 3 p.m.

Friendship Sampler Quilters of Belfast will 
explore the transition from European-made 
to American-made fabrics in the 19th cen-
tury as the United States textile factories 
became established. The quilts vary in 
their types of fabrics, styles, and workman-
ship as the fashion, finances, and available 
fabrics changed over the 19th century. At 
the Museum Gallery, 40 East Main Street, 
Searsport. Admission free. 

Quilt Show and Tell
Saturday, February 16, 2 p.m.

Bring in any old quilts you own to share 
with other quilt enthusiasts! The Maine 
State Quilt Study Group members will pro-
vide analysis of the quilt, including the his-
tory of the patterns, fabrics and techniques 
used. Participants are invited to share their 
stories about the quilt. At the Museum 
Gallery, 40 East Main Street, Searsport. 
Admission free.

Easy Log Cabin Block
Saturday, February 23, 9 a.m. –noon

Learn to make a Log Cabin quilt square with 
teacher Faith Garrold! Participants need to 
bring three pieces of cotton fabric in colors 
they love—fat quarters 18 x 22 inches work 
well; needle, thread and scissors. We will 
provide the template and pattern for those 
who would like to continue and make a larger 
project. At the Penobscot Marine Museum’s 
Stephen Phillips Memorial Library, Church 
Street, Searsport. $30 non-members, $25 
members. Call 207-548-2529 to register. 

Special Presidents Day Tours
at the L.C. Bates Museum, Hinckley
Daily, February 19 to 23 at 1 p.m.

During February vacation week, the L.C. 
Bates Museum will offer guided tours of the 

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS
presidential plaster busts in the museum gal-
lery, followed by a Presidential Scavenger 
Hunt and craft or art project. Learn the sto-
ries and accomplishments of the presidents 
represented in our gallery. FMI: 207-238-
4250 / lcbates@gwh.org.

Wabanaki Guides 
Brown Bag Lunch Series at the 

Abbe Museum, Bar Harbor
February 21 and March 21, 

noon to 1 p.m.
This series is offered in conjunction with the 
Abbe Museum’s new exhibition, Wabanaki 
Guides (see p. 1), which focuses on the 
legacy of Wabanaki people serving as guides 
for European and American explorers, car-
tographers, tourists and artists from the 
1600s to the present day. These lunch dis-
cussions will highlight historical figures in 
Maine guiding history, guiding as part of the 
Maine economy, and current issues affecting 
Maine guides. On February 21 from 12-1 
p.m., Penobscot Guide Francis Tomer will 
share his unique perspective on guiding in 
the Moosehead Lake Region. On March 
21, from 12-1 p.m., Passamaquoddy Guide 
Matthew Dana II will share his experience 
in guiding the youth of his tribe and passing 
on Wabanaki hunting teachings to the next 
generation. Made possible by the support 
of the Lynam Trust. FMI: 207-288-3519 / 
www.abbemuseum.org.
 
“Horns, Hooves, Flippers and Fins” 

Family Day celebration at the 
Peary-MacMillan Arctic Museum, 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick 
February 23, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Families can learn all about the amazing 
Arctic animals featured in the museum’s 
current exhibit, Animal Allies, through a 
variety of fun, imaginative crafts. Be pre-
pared to bring home some great crafty mas-

continued from page 4
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terpieces! Family Day is free and open to 
the public and will run from 10:00 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m.. FMI: ahawkes@bowdoin.edu / 
207-725-3416.

Kabuki Theater Performance 
by Sachiyo Ito 

Performance hosted by the 
Bowdoin College Museum of Art, Brunswick

Thursday, February 28, 7 p.m.
Organized in conjunction with Fantastic 
Stories: the Supernatural in Nineteenth-
Century Japanese Prints, on view at the 
Museum of Art through March 3, 2013: a 
performance/demonstration of kabuki and 
traditional Japanese dance by Sachiyo Ito, 
based in New York City. Sachiyo Ito has 
brought together East and West through her 
delicate and powerful performances of clas-
sical, traditional, and contemporary Japanese 
dance for nearly the last forty years. Kresge 
Auditorium, Visual Arts Center, Bowdoin 
College, Brunswick, Maine; free. FMI: 207-
725-3275 / www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum.

Pancake Breakfast and 
Old-time Maple Sugaring 

Washburn-Norlands Living History Center, 
Livermore

Sunday, March 24, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
In celebration of Maine Maple Sunday, 
the Washburn-Norlands Living History 
Center will serve pancakes cooked on the 
woodstove in the historic Farmer’s Cottage. 
Visitors can help tap trees and collect sap. 
Sap boiling demonstrations take place in the 
Sugar House. Visit the one-room school-
house for a lesson from the 1800s. Bring 
your snowshoes or sleds and enjoy the 445 
acres at this National Historic Site. $6 - $7 
for pancakes and sausage; otherwise it’s 
free. 290 Norlands Road, Livermore, Maine. 
FMI: 207-897-4366 / norlands@norlands.
org / www.norlands.org. No reservations.

Waponahki Student Art Show
An exhibition at the 

Abbe Museum, Bar Harbor, 
presented in collaboration with 

Maine Indian Education 
Opening April 2013

The Waponahki Student Art Show, now 
in its second decade and a favorite with 
museum guests, brings together a wonderful 
variety of art created by Passamaquoddy and 
Penobscot students from early childhood 
education through high school. Using a wide 
array of media, these young artists incorpo-
rate traditional beliefs and values with the 
modern, multi-cultural world around them. 
FMI: 207-288-3519 / www.abbemuseum.
org.

British Ballads in Maine 
Workshop series sponsored by the 

Maine Folklife Center
Tuesdays, April 2, 9, and 16

Ballad singing and ballad collecting are 
part of Maine’s cultural heritage. The pro-
gram fulfills the Maine Folklife Center’s 
mission to engage communities in the ver-
nacular arts and culture of Maine and the 
Maritime Provinces. Each workshop con-
sists of a panel discussion/performance and 
audience participation of several ballads 
collected in Maine. We will also invite the 
audience in advance to bring their favorite 
ballad and have an open discussion with 
the audience about ballads and ballad sing-
ing. Funded by grants from the Maine Arts 
Commission, the Maine Humanities Council 
and the University of Maine Humanities. 
The program is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. FMI: 207-581-
1848 / pauleena@maine.edu. 

 
Tuesday, April 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

at Belfast Community Library 
An overview of ballad collecting in the 

British and American Tradition in Maine 
presented by Pauleena MacDougall, 

Director of the Maine Folklife Center 
 

Tuesday, April 9, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at University Club in Fogler Library

Ballads as Literature presented by 
Sarah Harlan-Haughey, 

Honors preceptor in English 
 

Tuesday, April 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Rines auditorium at 

Portland Public Library
Performance of ballads by musicians 

Julia Lane, folksinger and ballad collector, 
member of Castlebay with her husband, 

Fred Gosbee and Jeff McKeen folksinger 
and ballad collector, member of 

Old Grey Goose performing group 

Per Kirkeby: 
Subjective Thinker, Anti-Artist, 

Historical Painter
Lecture hosted by the 

Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 
Brunswick

Thursday, April 4, 4:30 p.m.
Klaus Ottmann, co-curator of the exhibition 
Per Kirkeby: Paintings and Sculpture (on 
view through July 14), will introduce themes 
and processes that characterize the work 
of Scandinavia’s most highly acclaimed 
visual artist. Kirkeby’s early training as a 
geologist is evident in his richly layered, 
gorgeously colored canvases that seem con-
stantly in flux. With his Scandinavian sen-
sibility, Kirkeby articulates responses to the 
Northern landscape that will resonate with 
audiences in the Northeast. The Phillips 
Collection, Washington, D.C., organized 
this first survey of his work in the United 
States. The Bowdoin College Museum of 
Art is the only other venue of this important 
exhibition. The lecture will be followed by 
an Open House at the Bowdoin College 
Museum of Art from 5:30 to 7:30. Kresge 
Auditorium, Visual Arts Center, Bowdoin 
College, Brunswick, Maine; free. FMI: 207-
725-3275 / www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum

Spirits of Land, Air, and Water: 
Antler Carvings from the 

Robert and Judith Toll Collection 
Exhibition at The Peary-MacMillan Arctic 

Museum, Bowdoin College, Brunswick

—continued on page 7

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS
continued from page 5

Per Kirkeby, New Shadows V, 
1996, oil on canvas. Collection of 
Matthew Dontzin.

Tsukioka Yoshitoshi, Japanese, 1839-1892, 
Kiyomori’s Fever Dream, 1883, color wood-
block.
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April 10, 2013 through February 23, 2014
Caribou antlers are a source of inspiration 
for Inuit artists across the Canadian Arctic. 
Working within the constraints of antlers’ 
forms, they create a variety of fanciful 
creatures, exuberant dancers, and ethereal 
figures. This exhibit highlights the inge-
nuity and vision of artists such as Luke 
Anowtolik, Luke Iksiktaaryuk, and Thomas 
Suvaaraq. Sponsored by The Russell and 
Janet Doubleday Endowment. FMI: 207-
725-3416.

Per Kirkeby’s Heavy Metal
Lecture hosted by the 

Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 
Brunswick

Thursday, April 18, 7 p.m.
Organized in conjunction with the exhibi-
tion Per Kirkeby: Paintings and Sculpture, 
Sarah K. Rich (Associate Professor of Art 
History, Penn State University) presents a 
lecture on Per Kirkeby’s bronze sculptures, 
a compelling yet understudied dimension 
of his creative practice. Rich specializes 
in art produced in the United States and 
France during the 1950s and 60s. Her cur-
rent book project is titled Past Flat: Other 
Sides to American Abstraction in the Cold 
War. Smith Auditorium, Sills Hall, Bowdoin 
College, Brunswick; free. FMI: 207-725-
3275 / www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum
 

Sense of Scale, Measure of Color: 
Art, Science and Mathematics 

of Planet Earth
Gallery talk at the 

Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 
Brunswick

Sunday, April 21, 2 p.m.
Collin Roesler, Associate Professor of 
Earth and Oceanographic Science; Emily 

Peterman, Assistant Professor of Earth and 
Oceanographic Science; and Mary Lou 
Zeeman, R. Wells Johnson Professor of 
Mathematics will introduce the exhibition 
Sense of Scale, Measure of Color: Art, 
Science and Mathematics of Planet Earth, 
on view through June 2, 2013. This show 
features displays of scale-crossing structures 
and features minerals and mathematical 
models from Bowdoin collections. Free. 
FMI: 207-725-3275 / www.bowdoin.edu/
art-museum. 

“Live-in” History Experience 
at Norlands

Washburn-Norlands 
Living History Center, 

Livermore
April 26 and 27

Immerse yourself in 1870. Spend 24 hours 
living on the farm as a member of a 19th-
century family. This is an overnight introduc-
tion to the chores, food, activities, and living 
conditions of the past and a unique way of 
learning about rural Maine farm life after the 
Civil War. Sleeping accommodations in our 
Farmer’s Cottage are old-fashioned beds, 
and bathroom facilities are chamber pots 
and privies. For safety reasons, the physi-
cal activities, and the need to participate, 
this program is open to adults and children 
age 9 and older. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult. Sign up by April 12. 
For more information on program fees and 
to make a reservation, please call 207-897-
4366, email norlands@norlands.org, or visit 
www.norlands.org. The Washburn-Norlands 
Living History Center, 290 Norlands Road, 
Livermore, Maine. 

Local & Legendary: 
Maine in the Civil War

Sesquicentennial Symposium 
presented by 

Maine Historical Society and 
Maine Humanities Council 

Saturday, April 27, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Civil War enthusiasts and lovers of his-
tory: Maine Historical Society and Maine 
Humanities Council are pleased to invite 
you to a public symposium marking the 
midpoint of the Civil War sesquicentennial. 
Join us for a full day of national and state-
based speakers on the beginnings of the Civil 
War, Maine’s role during the War—both 
regarding the men it sent to the battle lines 
and how communities were affected on the 
homefront—and the War’s modern-day rel-
evance. Plenary speakers include Manisha 
Sinha, Professor of Afro-American Studies, 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst; and 
Patrick Rael, Associate Professor of History, 
Bowdoin College. Breakout sessions 
include Libby Bischof, Assistant Professor 
of History, University of Southern Maine, 
on Civil War photography; Cedric Gael 
Bryant, Lee Family Professor of English 
at Colby College, on literature of the Civil 
War era; Richard Sautter, Pennsylvania 
Humanities Council Commonwealth speaker 
and Adjunct Instructor of Theatre, Messiah 
College, on the role of the theater during the 
Civil War; and much more, Including a Civil 
War-era music presentation. Hannaford Hall, 
University of Southern Maine, Portland. 
Registration: $35 general public/$20 stu-
dents. Some scholarships available. Includes 
all sessions, materials, and lunch. For more 
information and to register, visit www.
mainehumanities.org.

A Dramatic Reading of Texts 
by Per Kirkeby

Event at the 
Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 

Brunswick
Thursday, May 2, 7:30 p.m.

Acclaimed Danish artist Per Kirkeby is 
an accomplished writer whose texts can 
be meditative, acerbic, biographical, and 
poetic. Bowdoin College students will give 
dramatic readings of selected texts in front 
of works on view in the exhibition Per 
Kirkeby: Paintings and Sculpture. Free. 
FMI: 207-725-3275 / www.bowdoin.edu/
art-museum.  •

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS
continued from page 6

Sedna, Idris Moss-Davies, 2002. Broughton 
Island, antler. Photo by Genevieve LeMoine.

Cross-polarized light image of a folded layer 
within a well-layered schist. Apuane; Italian 
Alps.
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BAR HARBOR
This fall, the Abbe Museum welcomed 
George Neptune, Passamaquoddy, as 
Museum Educator, a position created and 
funded through a grant from the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). 
George is an accomplished basketmaker 
who has participated in the Native American 
Festival, a collaboration among the Abbe 
Museum, the Maine Indian Basketmakers 
Association, and the College of the Atlantic, 
for many years and recently led after-school 
programs for Indian Township, teaching tra-
ditional crafts and performance arts. George 
has already been hard at work creating and 
implementing educational programs at the 
Abbe for all ages. Visit the Abbe’s website at 
www.abbemuseum.org for a complete list of 
upcoming programs, including workshops 
for children during school vacations. 

BRUNSWICK
East Point Conservation Studio recently 
assisted in the recovery of artwork that was 
damaged during hurricane Sandy in New 
York City. Jon Brandon, head conserva-
tor at East Point, spent three days in the 
city during December to help artists whose 
studios were flooded during the storm. Jon 
is a specialist on the American Institute 
for Conservation’s Collections Emergency 
Response Team (AIC-CERT). Any collect-
ing institution may request assistance during 
a disaster from AIC-CERT by calling their 
hotline number, 202-661-8068 or visit their 
website at: http://www.conservation-us.org. 
The Hurricane Sandy relief efforts have 
been the largest response FAIC has coor-
dinated. FAIC’s Institutional Advancement 
Director Eric Pourchot explained, “We have 

responded to over 120 requests for help in 
New York and New Jersey. The number 
of individual artists requesting assistance 
is staggering. . . . Paintings seem to be the 
bulk of the work needed but we also know 
of photographs, works on paper, fiber, and 
sculpture materials that need work.”
 

ELLSWORTH
Give us a ring in 2013! The Telephone 
Museum in Ellsworth will break ground on 
April 6 for a Visitor Center. The building 
will house a meeting room, restrooms, and 
a year-round office, enabling the museum 
to extend its usual summer season into the 
spring and fall. A longer season will mean 
that school groups, community organiza-
tions, and other additional visitors can be 
welcomed. While the museum is still in the 
process of raising funds, a significant grant 
from The Independent Telephone Historical 
Foundation in 2012 brought the project 
within reach. The Telephone Museum seeks 
to educate visitors about the history of the 
telephone network, and to inspire young 
people to create and work toward beneficial 
technologies. Recent collaborations have 
included tours by YMCA Camp Jordan 
campers, setting up working magneto (hand-
crank) phones at the Curran Homestead, 
and working to revive a private telephone 
exchange at the Trustees of Reservation’s 
Crane Estate in Massachusetts. For more 
information, please contact the museum at 
switchboard@downeast.net or 667-9491.

FAIRFIELD
On Dec 13 the Fairfield Historical Society 
hosted the Central Kennebec Heritage 
Council, with seven organizations repre-
sented. The CKHC is a group that plans 
projects for the following year, combining 
the resources and abilities of those present 
for the benefit of all. One project for the 
following year is entitled “Central Maine 
Plays.” This event will feature a speaker at 
the Grange Hall on Friday, July 12. There 
will also be displays of games in keeping 
with the inventories of the various organiza-
tions on Saturday, July 13 at the Fairfield 
History House, 42 High Street, Fairfield. 
FMI: www.fairfieldmehistoricalsociety.net. 

HINCKLEY
The L. C. Bates Museum was pleased to 
have a MAP (Museum Assessment Program) 
Collections Stewardship assessment per-
formed in October 2012 by reviewer John E. 
Simmons from Museologica in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Simmons was at the 
museum for two days reviewing the muse-
um’s collections and talking with staff and 
board members. After his visit, he wrote a 
valuable report with recommendations for 
the care of the museum’s collections. His 
report has helped the museum develop its 
new long-range strategic plan. MAP assess-
ments are available through the American 
Alliance of Museums. For more information 
about MAP assessments, contact the MAP 
staff at map@aam-us.org. 

The L.C. Bates Museum is also pleased 
to announce the theme of its summer 2013 
exhibition, The Gift of the Glacier: The 
Maine Landscape. Celebrating the beauty 
of our great state of Maine, the show will 
feature works that depict aspects and 
evidence of the science of Maine’s landscape 
and geology. From rounded hilltops to rocky 
slopes and glacial lakes, Maine’s landscape 
documents the geological evolution of the 
past. This astounding scenery not only offers 
the “Mainer” a beautiful place of residency, 
but it also lends itself to be translated into 
compelling works of art. Thus, The Gift of 
the Glacier will present museum visitors 
with a unique look at how artists interpret a 
striking landscape created in the Ice Age by a 
vast, slow-moving glacier. The show will be 
the result of a collaborative effort between 
the L.C. Bates Museum staff and two Colby 

DISPATCHES
Our members report on news, awards, and achievements 

from throughout the state.

Abbe Museum educator 
George Neptune.

MAP Reviewer John Simmons examining 
the ornithology collections in the L.C. Bates 
Museum.

—continued on page 9
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College students, Kayla L. Lewkowicz ‘14 
and Veronica L. Vesnaver ‘15, who will be 
curating the exhibition under the supervision 
of Professor Véronique Plesch. Specifics of 
the exhibition and programming are still in 
the works, but please contact the L.C. Bates 
Museum at Good-Will Hinckley at 207-238-
4250 or at lcbates@gwh.org if you have any 
questions.

JACKMAN
The Jackman-Moose River Historical 
society has a new look! The society was 
fortunate to receive a very generous grant 
from the Davis Family Foundation which 
enabled it to repair and paint the outside walls 
of the museum. The outside now sparkles 
and looks as nice and inviting as the inside. 
All are invited to come and visit the society’s 
ever-changing displays of the history of 
the valley. In the works, to be completed 
in time for the museum’s reopening in 
May 2013, is a History Trail Guide which 
visitors (and community members) can 
take with them as they drive to various 
historical sites throughout the valley. This 
guide was made possible by a grant from  
the Maine Humanities Council. For more 
information, visit www.jackman.ws. 

READFIELD
The Readfield Historical Society and 
Museum provided the location for two 
investigations by the group known as 
Restless Spirit Investigations this past year. 
Based in Lewiston, the group is run by 
brothers Howard and Mike Labbe. Assisted 
by investigators Claire and Sandy, they 
spent time in the museum in July and again 
in October, making contact with numerous 
spirits. Whether you believe in these things 
or not, the findings of the Labbe brothers are 

impressive. There are voices recorded at the 
first visit which were recorded on the second 
visit. There is a particular crusty preacher 
on both tapes who does not want any of the 
other spirits to talk to the investigators and 
is rather vocal about it. There is one very 
pleasant young man, Josh, who is on both 
tapes, trying to help the Labbes with any 
information he can. There are many, many 
other folks who show up on the tapes just 
once. We appear to have quite a population 
staying in our building! For more informa-
tion about the Labbe’s FREE services, visit 
www.restlessspiritinvestigations.webnode.
com. 

RUMFORD
The Rumford Historical Society was 
thrilled to win first place in the Town of 
Rumford’s Festival of Trees with their tree 
decorated with all-natural, handmade orna-
ments. The voting was done by popular 
vote of the attendees. Mrs. Gail Parent, 
of Hanover, was the chairperson for the 
event and hosted a “make-the decorations” 
party at her home in November. She gra-
ciously served a luncheon for those Society 
Members who volunteered their time to 
make all the decorations. See the Rumford 
Historical Society Facebook page to view 
the decorated tree.

SACO
On October 29, Tara Vose Raiselis began 
work as the new director of the Saco 
Museum, the sister organization to the Dyer 
Library in Saco. For the last twelve years, 
Raiselis has worked at Strawbery Banke 
in Portsmouth, N.H., most recently as the 
curator and manager of collections. Raiselis 
earned both a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in history from Pennsylvania State 
University. She also pursued a Ph.D. from 
the College of William and Mary, where 
she took part in the joint museum studies 
program offered in conjunction with the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. In addi-
tion to her professional work, Raiselis has 
also been the Proprietor of the Portsmouth 
Athenaeum and has served as a board 
member for two house museums in New 
Hampshire. She is also member of the China 
Students Club of Boston and the Costume 
Society of America and a juror for Early 

continued from page 8

DISPATCHES

American Life magazine’s annual Directory 
of Traditional Crafts.

SKOWHEGAN
The Margaret Chase Smith Library was 
pleased to bring the one-woman play, “Mrs. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” to Skowhegan 
in October. Actress Sally Jones presented 
the review of Senator Smith’s career based 
upon a play written by University of Maine 
at Farmington Professor Linda Britt. The 
Library worked in conjunction with three 
Skowhegan women’s clubs and Skowhegan 
Savings to make the performance a fund-
raiser for home heating assistance for the 
elderly. The project raised over $1,500 for 
the cause and to fulfill Senator Smith’s 
legacy of service to others. (See next page 
for photo.)

The Margaret Chase Smith Library also 
used the occasion of its annual Community 
Appreciation Day on December 2 to kick 
off a food drive to benefit Halcyon House, a 
local homeless shelter for teenagers. Guests 
brought enough goods to overflow a sleigh 
that Margaret Chase Smith’s grandfather 
made for her when she was a child. They 
also enjoyed refreshments baked by the 
staff, a cake honoring Senator Smith’s 115th 
birthday, holiday decorations provided by 
the students at Somerset Valley Academy, 
and seasonal musical entertainment by the 
Riverside Ringers.  •

Food collected by the Margaret Chase Smith 
Library for the local teen homeless shelter.
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SEEN & HEARD

ABOVE: Drawing or painting the birds in L.C. 
Bates Museum’s Audubon gallery is a great way to 
really “see” a bird and learn its special adaptations 
and its feather colors. Children who draw the birds 
say that it helps them identify the birds in the wild. 
Several thousand young visitors participated in an 
Art in the Audubon program at the L.C. Bates Mu-
seum in Hinckley in 2012.

LEFT: Conservators from East 
Point Conservation Studio in 
Brunswick stabilize a painting 
damaged by Hurricane Sandy. 
(See Dispatches, page 8.)

ABOVE: Graduate Assistant Josh  presenting about the Maine Folklife Center’s Digi-
tization Project at the MAM conference at University of Maine, Orono on October 26, 
2012. For more on the digitization project, see page 11.

ABOVE: Sally Jones portrays Sensator Margaret Chase Smith 
at Skowhegan’s Margaret Chase Smith Library in October 
(see Dispatches, page 9). 

ABOVE: Demonstrating a working switchboard intrigues visitors to the 
Telephone Museum in Ellsworth.
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Many of you may already be famil-
iar with the Maine Folklife Center’s 

Digitization Project, since we had a poster 
presentation about it at the MAM conference 
at UMaine this past October. However, we 
wanted to give a more in-depth update than 
the poster allowed. 

Just a quick background for people who 
aren’t acquainted with the Maine Folklife 
Center: The Northeast Archives of Folklore 
and Oral History is the archival and preser-
vation section of the Maine Folklife Center, 
and all materials acquired by the Center 
are housed in and managed by the archive. 
Our holdings are especially strong in the 
documentation of occupations, foodways, 
community histories, lore and legends, tra-
ditional music, social activities, ritual and 
worship, material culture, and expressive 
arts. The archives were established in the 
mid-20th century when founder Sandy Ives 
needed a place bigger than the shoebox he 
had been using to store the materials that 
were pouring in both from his own and his 
students’ fieldwork. From just a shoebox, the 
collection has grown to about 4,000 acces-
sions, containing over 3,000 audio record-
ings, 325,000 pages of printed materials, 
and 10,000 photographs. David Taylor, Head 
of Research and Programs at the American 
Folklife Center in the Library of Congress, 
and a former student of Sandy Ives, de-
scribed the Maine Folklife Center’s collec-
tions as “one of the best regional folklore 
archives in the country.”

One of the main projects we are currently 
working on is the Digitization Project, 

which we are doing in coordination with 
the American Folklife Center at the Library 
of Congress. The project came about when 
a member of the Maine Folklife Center’s 
advisory board, the aforementioned David 
Taylor, began working with other members 
of the American Folklife Center, particularly 
Peggy Bulger and Michael Taft, for ways 
they could help the Maine Folklife Center 
because they were aware of our financial 
difficulties and our desire to digitize our col-
lection. 

As a way to meet both our needs, they asked 
for a proposal that gave a full budget for dig-
itizing our archives. The American Folklife 
Center and the University of Maine nego-
tiated a sale of the material in the archives 
from its inception through September 27, 
2011. As per the agreement, we are keeping 
digital and physical copies of everything, 
but the American Folklife Center will own 
and house the original materials as well as a 
digital copy. 

Director MacDougall visited the American 
Folklife Center in December 2011 to see 
how they were organized and to come to 
some understanding about what we had to do 
on this end to get things ready to be sent to 
the American Folklife Center. For example, 
we decided to have the audio digitized by a 
professional organization, and the American 
Folklife Center recommended George Blood 
Audio and Video. Happily, when the Univer-
sity of Maine put out a call for bids, George 
Blood had the most competitive offer. 

The Archives Manager is supervising the 
Digitization Project, but we are relying on 

our student help for most of the actual work. 
We have one student working on scanning 
the transcriptions, indexes, catalogs, field-
notes, and other paper records into search-
able PDFs. She is about two-thirds done. 
We have another student scanning our photo 
collection into TIFF files; he is about three-
fourths done. However, neither of these have 
metadata (data about data) attached yet, and 
we will have to go back and do that. These 
two students devote their time exclusively to 
the Digitization Project.

Our two graduate students are in charge of 
the audio and video materials. One is pre-
paring the metadata for the audio and video 
files, and he’s making sure that our records 
are accurate as he’s doing so. The other is 
making copies of the audio and video files 
before mailing them off to George Blood 
Audio and Video (if we don’t already have 
listening copies made). This is the most 
time-consuming part, because copying hap-
pens in real time. We don’t do editing on the 
recordings, because making a copy is a just 
safety measure; George Blood has better 
equipment for cleaning up audio and visual 
materials. We are about a quarter of the way 
done with the audio/video digitization. The 
graduate students have been working part-
time on this project since in May. 

Because of this project, we have had to 
develop new processes and procedures 

for working with digital materials. As a tiny 
example, we had to make naming protocols 
for digital audio files. We had to think about 
many factors, such as: Should the names be 
human-readable? How much metadata needs 
to be in the name? Will the name turn to gib-
berish if it is uploaded to the internet? How 
does the name need to relate to the accession 
it is part of? Working through all of this has 
given us the opportunity to provide leader-
ship in Maine in digital curation as well as 
providing digitizing services to other cul-
tural organizations and members of the pub-
lic. We are looking forward to learning even 
more as the Digitization Project continues 
forward so we can continue our leadership 
role in this area.  •

Maine Folklife Center: 
The Digitization Project

by Katrina Wynn
Archives Manager, Maine Folklife Center

Graduate Assistant Yannick digitizing an 
interview from a reel-to-reel tape.

Undergraduate worker Austin demonstrating 
the digitization of photographs.
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OPPORTUNITIES

Margaret Chase Smith Library 
Essay Contest

The Margaret Chase Smith Library is pleased 
to announce the topic of its 17th annual essay 
contest. Maine high school seniors are invited 
to propose what they would do to reform and 
improve the American educational system. 
Thanks to generous support from the Margaret 
Chase Smith Foundation, prizes have increased 
this year to $1,000 for first place, $500 for sec-
ond, $250 for third, and $50 for five honorable 
mention prizes. Entries are due by Monday, 
April 1, 2013. Awards will be announced on 
May 1st. For more information, contact the 
Library at mcsl@mcslibrary.org . 

Local & Legendary: 
Maine in the Civil War 

Grant Project
The state of Maine holds a special place in the 
history of the American Civil War. To recognize 
and celebrate the role of Mainers on the battle-
field and on the homefront, Maine Historical 
Society (MHS) and Maine Humanities Council 
(MHC) are collaborating on a major three-year 
project funded by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. Local & Legendary will bring 
together ten collaborative project teams (com-
prised of historical organizations, libraries, 
and educational institutions) to explore their 
local Civil War history. A $2,000 grant to each 
community will support a variety of activi-
ties including digitizing historical collections, 
creating online exhibits on Maine Memory 
Network (www.mainememory.net), and host-
ing a series of “One Story, One Community” 
programs. Substantial training and resources 
will be provided to the participating teams. 
A one-day public symposium on April 27 at 
USM’s Hannaford Hall, featuring national and 
state-based speakers, formally kicks off the 
project (see p. 7). The community application 
process for the first five communities opens 
on January 1, 2013, with a deadline of March 
1, 2013. Five additional communities will be 
selected in 2014. Visit www.mainehumanities.
org or www.mainememory.net/civilwar for 
program details and application materials, or 
contact Anne Schlitt at MHC (annes@maine-
humanities.org) or Larissa Vigue Picard at 
MHS (lvpicard@mainehistory.org) for more 
information.

Winter/Spring Professional 
Development Opportunities 

at NEDCC
Northeast Document Conservation Center’s 
Preservation Services staff and conservators 

offer a variety of programs each year to help 
cultural institutions and individuals preserve 
their valuable collections. Selected programs 
are listed below; for NEDCC’s full training 
calendar, visit their website at www.nedcc.org. 
Program costs: Workshops $155 ($135 Early-
bird rate, up to 3 weeks before); Webinars $100 
($85 Early-bird rate, up to 3 weeks before). 
For groups of three or more individuals from a 
single institution who register together for the 
same webinar(s), NEDCC offers a 10% dis-
count per person. For selected programs, The 
Academy of Certified Archivists will award 2 
Accreditation Recertification Credits (ARCs) 
to eligible Certified Archivists (CAs). Contact 
NEDCC for more information.

Care and Handling 
of Paper-based Materials

Live online webinar, February 5, 2-4 p.m.

Care and Handling 
of Works of Art on Paper

Live online webinar, February 26, 2-4 p.m.

Writing your NEH Preservation 
Assistance Grant 

FREE live online webinar, 
March 14, 2-4 p.m. 

Care and Handling 
of Multimedia Materials

Live online webinar, March 26, 2-4 p.m.

Preserving Family Collections
Free for Preservation Week!
FREE live online webinar, 

April 23, 2-4 p.m.

Basic Book Repair Workshop 
at Northeast Document 
Conservation Center, 

Andover, Massachusetts
April 30, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Online Workshop Series 
through AASLH

The American Association for State and Local 
History AASLH offers several opportunities 
for distance learning through online work-
shops. These courses are self-guided and avail-
able throughout the year. For information 
about fees and how to register, visit www.
aaslh.org. 

The Basics of Archives
April 29-May 24 

(Registration opens February 11)
Time/Duration: 15-20 hours online to be 

completed anytime during the above dates

Are You Really Ready for Volunteers? 
Live Webinar: February 26, 2 p.m. 

Developing a Successful 
Volunteer Recruitment Program 

Live Webinar: February 28, 2 p.m. 

NEW FOR 2013!! 
Project Management 

for History Professionals 
April 8-May 3 

(Registration Opens February 1). 
Time/Duration: 25-30 hours online to be 

completed anytime during the above dates

NEW FOR 2013!! 
Engaged Volunteers, 

Engaged Communities 
Live Webinar: April 30, 2 p.m. 

April 1 Deadline for 
Maine Humanities Council 

Grants
Infrastructure Grants: up to $10,000: This 
special and time-limited grant program for 
organizations seeking to support permanent or 
long-term (10-year minimum) infrastructure 
projects that support public humanities pro-
gramming, such as long-term exhibits, muse-
um display furniture, or electronic systems that 
facilitate public access and use of historic col-
lection. The grants are not intended to support 
general building construction, maintenance 
or renovation. Only Maine non-profits are 
eligible; applicants are required to certify that 
no grant funds will be used to pay for organiza-
tional operating expenses, and that the antici-
pated lifespan for projects funded with these 
grants is at least ten years. A 1:1 cash match is 
required. Deadline for first draft: April 1.
Major Grants: $1,001 to $7,500. These grants 
provide support for a variety of larger humani-
ties projects such as exhibits, conferences, 
films, and other initiatives. There are two 
types of Major Grants: public programs (up to 
$5,000); and media scripting or post-produc-
tion (up to $3,000). Major grant projects have 
well-developed thematic content, broad public 
outreach, and strong scholar participation. 
Deadline for first draft: April 1. FMI: www.
mainehumanities.org.

Upcoming Grant Deadlines for 
Maine Arts Commission

Many of MAC’s strongest grant programs 
have deadlines in the late winter/early spring. 
For a full listing of grant opportunities, visit 
mainearts.maine.gov. For more information, 
call (207) 287-2724.

—continued on page 13
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As part of a two-year collection assess-
ment/planning initiative supported 

by a federal (IMLS) grant, the Freeport 
Historical Society is exploring not only 
its own collection holdings, but also those 
of museums and historical societies in 
neighboring and almost-neighboring towns 
that were once parts of “Ancient North 
Yarmouth.” As originally chartered in 1680, 
the territory identified as “North Yarmouth” 
(to differentiate it from the other and older 
Yarmouth on Cape Cod) included terri-
tory that would eventually become all or 
parts of eight present-day towns: North 
Yarmouth, Yarmouth, Chebeague Island, 
Pownal, Cumberland, Freeport, Harpswell, 
and Brunswick.
 
Given that basis of common geopolitical 
ancestry, it has seemed likely that collec-
tions in these several communities may 

include artifacts and archival materials that 
are interrelated as pieces of the same his-
torical jigsaw puzzle—pieces that may fit 
together in ways that add depth and breadth 
to the understanding of both individual com-
munity histories and the broader regional 
history. It is hoped that visits currently 
underway by Freeport Historical Society 
representatives will help to identify spe-
cific collection holdings that relate to one 
another in this dovetailing fashion, and may 
help each of the area’s historical organiza-
tions to better understand and communicate 
the early history of its community and those 
of its neighbors.
 
Although this initiative is expected to reveal 
material in nearby communities that relates 
to Freeport, the process is clearly a two-way 
street. It is anticipated that Freeport’s hold-
ings may help to supplement and comple-

Freeport Historical Society 
Explores “Ancient North Yarmouth”

by Ned Allen
Collections Manager, Freeport Historical Society

ment those of other communities, wheth-
er by identifying documents or artifacts 
in Freeport that are specifically related to 
other towns of Ancient North Yarmouth, by 
offering opportunities for inter-communi-
ty comparisons and contrasts, or by provid-
ing “generic” examples representative of all 
communities in this region at various points 
in time. 

While the focus of this specific project has 
been defined by the boundaries of Ancient 
North Yarmouth, the Freeport Historical 
Society would welcome information from 
ANY museums or historical societies, here 
in Maine or elsewhere, concerning artifacts 
or archival material relating to the history of 
Freeport. Any such information should be 
directed to director@freeporthistoricalsoci 
ety.org.  •  

Artists In Maine Communities
Maximum grant amount $7,500 (with a required 1:1 match)

This grant supports arts organizations, schools and other community 
groups that wish to develop collaborative projects that employ Maine 
artists to benefit Maine communities in innovative ways. Application 
Deadline: February 22.

Celebrating the Traditional Arts
Maximum grant award: $1,500

This grant supports traditional artists’ fees for presentations in a range 
of community settings including festivals, gatherings, fairs, museums, 
tours and other community events. Application Deadline: February 22 
(additional deadlines in June and October). 

Community Arts and Humanities
Maximum grant amount $1,000

This grant, jointly administered by the Maine Arts Commission and the 
Maine Humanities Council, funds projects that include elements of both 
the arts and humanities. Application Deadline: March 15. 

Creative Communities = Economic Development
Maximum grant award $50,000 (with a required 1:1 match)

This grant supports partnerships between cultural, economic, and 
governmental sectors effect community revitalization. Applications will 
be considered from communities/regions with a strong commitment to 
inter-sector collaboration that seeks to strengthen the cultural assets of 
their community. Deadline for Letter of Interest: February 22.

SMART (Schools Make Art Relevant Today)
Maximum grant award: $10,000 (with a required match of 1:1)

This grant supports schools, arts organizations/institutions, and 
community-based teaching artists as they collaborate on the design and 
delivery of high-quality arts learning experiences for K-12 students. 
Application Deadline: April 5. 

Preservation Assistance Grants 
for Smaller Institutions from the NEH

The National Endowment for the Humanities’ Preservation Assistance 
Grants for Smaller Institutions help small and mid-sized cultural heritage 
institutions improve their ability to preserve and care for their humani-
ties collections. Awards of up to $6000 support preservation-related col-
lection assessments, consultations, training and workshops, and institu-
tional and collaborative disaster and emergency planning. Preservation 
Assistance Grants also support education and training in best practices 
for sustaining digital collections, standards for digital preservation, and 
the care and handling of collections during digitization. The 2013 guide-
lines for Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions will be 
available at http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pag.html. You will 
also find sample project descriptions, sample narratives, and a list of 
frequently asked questions. The anticipated deadline for applications is 
early May, 2013. REMEMBER: On March 1�, you can take a FREE 
online webinar through Northeast Document Conservation Center 
to help you prepare your grant application! See info on previous page 
under the professional development listings for NEDCC.  •

Opportunities, continued from page 12
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beauty and harsh weather, newcomers depended on their guides to 
teach them how to travel, hunt, and survive in the woods. Museum 
visitors will be encouraged to consider the wildness and vastness of 
the Maine woods and the challenges that lie within.

The birch-bark canoe is featured as the primary mode of transpor-
tation. Prior to the birch-bark canoe’s invention about 3,000 years 
ago, the Wabanaki likely traveled in wooden dugout canoes that 
were heavy and difficult to portage. With the invention of the much 
lighter birch-bark canoe, people could travel faster and further. This 
pre-contact invention demonstrates ingenuity and creativity, and it 
represents a desire to explore one’s resources and create a broader 
life. The birch-bark canoe was a major influence on the Wabanaki 
way of life and on guiding; canoes of all types still continue to 
be one of the best ways to travel to remote places in Maine in the 
warmer months.

During their canoe journey, museum visitors will be able to stop at 
“portages” on the riverbanks to read about the various things a guide 
needs to consider when planning a trip, as well as what one might 
expect to encounter along the way. Items that might be needed on 
such a trip may include watertight birch-bark baskets, pack baskets, 
ash fishing creel, snowshoes, crooked knives, a birch-bark moose 
call, a cup, muskrat traps, canoe paddles, and root clubs. Visitors 

will learn how and why these items were used and needed. When 
going into the Maine woods for weeks at a time, it is important to 
pack key provisions. In the exhibition there will be lists of ingredi-
ents, recipes, and historically documented methods for cooking in 
the woods. Flapjacks, biscuits, and beans were staples, and coating 
a flat rock with bacon grease and heating it evenly was the recom-
mended method for cooking meat or fish.

Throughout the exhibition, Wabanaki names will identify wildlife, 
bodies of water, and places in nature. The Native words truly capture 
the essence of a place; thus revealing the Wabanakis’ extensive his-
tory and deep connection with their surroundings. 

“The guiding skills that the Wabanaki teach have been passed 
down from generation to generation for thousands of years,” says 
Donald Soctomah, Passamaquoddy Tribal Historian and exhibition 
co-curator. “People come to Maine because it is still wild. Maine 
has millions of acres of undeveloped land, and it is one of the few 
states with a high population of moose.” Guiding continues to be 
an economic engine for the Wabanaki, both for individuals and for 
tribal governments.

When recounting some of the most memorable stories of guid-
ing, Socotmah recalled the Passamaquoddy guide Joe Mell, who 
is featured prominently in the exhibition. “Joe Mell was the guide 
for a writer named William Underwood, who came to Maine every 
summer from New York City. Mr. Underwood once invited Joe to 
visit him in the city,” Soctomah said, “and Joe went, but the city 
scared him. ‘Take me back to the woods,’ is what he said to Mr. 
Underwood.”

The exhibition is based on research done by the co-curators—tribal 
historians Donald Soctomah, Passamaquoddy; and James Francis, 
Sr., Penobscot—working with Raney Bench, the Abbe’s Curator 
of Education. The exhibition will feature a public program series 
starting in January, with monthly offerings for people of all ages and 
interests. For more information about program offerings, check out 
the individual listings beginning on p. 4 or visit the Abbe Museum’s 
online calendar at www.abbemuseum.org/calendar. 

The mission of the Abbe Museum is to inspire 
new learning about the Wabanaki Nations with every visit. 
The Abbe holds the largest and best-documented collection 

of Wabanaki basketry of any museum in the world 
and houses a collection of over 50,000 archeological, 

historic, and contemporary objects. 
The museum is located in downtown Bar Harbor 

at 26 Mount Desert Street (Route 3), 
across from the Bar Harbor Village Green. 

Museum winter hours are 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.abbemuseum.org.  •

History in Guiding, continued from page 1
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ested public. The support and participation of 
our members enable MAM to provide ever-
expanding services to Maine’s community of 
collecting institutions. By working together, 
we strengthen our collective resources and 
realize our shared mission.

Membership Categories and Dues
All members receive:
• Quarterly newsletter sent by mail
• Reduced rate for MAM conferences & 

workshops
• Member rate for ads in MAM’s 

newsletter
• Discounts at Gaylord, Brodart, and 

University Products (e-mail MAM for 
information)

• Free event and job listings in MAM’s 
newsletter and on MAM’s website

• Regular e-mail updates from MAM

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Annual budget $15,000 or less .................$25
Annual budget $15,001 – $50,000 ...........$40
Annual budget $50,001 – $100,000 .........$50
Annual budget $100,001 – $500,000 .......$75
Annual budget over $500,000 ................$150
Additional benefits for Institutional members: 

Be a part of 
Maine Archives & Museums!

Maine Archives & Museums (MAM) is 
the only professional association represent-
ing museums, archives, historical societies, 
and other collecting institutions in the state of 
Maine. Our purpose is to develop and foster a 
network of citizens and institutions in Maine 
who identify, collect, interpret, and/or provide 
access to materials relating to history, living 
collections, and culture.
Our vital services to Maine’s cultural com-
munity include:
• Quarterly newsletter, in print and on-line
• Annual Conference
• Annual professional development 

workshops through the state
• Listings on our website
• Valuable member discounts on archival 

products at a variety of vendors
• Research and advocacy
Our members are Maine’s collecting institu-
tions (museums, libraries, historical societies, 
archives) as well as students, volunteers, paid 
and unpaid professionals, other cultural orga-
nizations, affiliated businesses, and the inter-

• Member rate for all staff and volunteers to 
attend MAM conferences and workshops

• One free listing on “Find a Museum/Archive” 
feature on MAM’s website

• E-mail updates from MAM delivered directly 
to up to four institutional e-mail addresses

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Consultant (single-member firm) .............$25
Partnership (two-member firm) ................$40
Corporate (multiple employees) ...............$75

Additional benefits for Business members: 
• Member rate for all staff to attend MAM 

conferences and workshops
• One highlighted listing on “Service Provider” 

feature on MAM’s website
• E-mail updates from MAM delivered direct-

ly to up to four company e-mail addresses

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Basic/Student* ..........................................$25
Patron ........................................................$75
Benefactor ...............................................$150

Additional benefits for Individual members: 
• Member rate to attend MAM conferenc-

es and workshops (one reduced rate with 
Basic membership, unlimited for Patron and 
Benefactor)
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The Androscoggin Historical Society 
has published a 32-page booklet to 
commemorate the sacrifice of men and 
women from Androscoggin County 
who had roles in the Civil War. The 
booklet, entitled “Faces of the Civil 
War,” was compiled by AHS board 
member Russ Burbank, a retired writ-
er and editor who worked with other 
members of the board to find tales that 
portray the sacrifices of local men and 
women who were caught up in the 

conflict. The Board of Directors approved the project as part of a 
statewide effort by Maine historical societies and museums to ob-
serve the 150th anniversary of the war.

Most of the stories and photos were found in files of the AHS, the 
Maine State Archives, and old newspapers. Internet sites such as the 
Library of Congress and the National Park Service also provided 
information. One of the Maine military figures portrayed is Gen. 
O.O. Howard, a native of Leeds who led troops in several Civil War 
battles, including the Battle of Seven Pines, where he lost his right 
arm when hit by a Confederate rifle ball. After the war, Howard led 
the Freedmen’s Bureau, which provided food, work, and education 
to former slaves. He went on to become the second-ranking general 
in the U.S. Army before retiring from a 44-year military career. Con-
gress gave him the Congressional Medal of Honor, four different 
universities gave him an honorary degree, and the French govern-
ment made him a Chevalier of Honor in 1884. 

The booklet tells the stories of other local men and women, as well, 
including: Dr. Alonzo Garcelon of Lewiston, appointed Maine’s 
surgeon general when the war began and later elected governor of 
Maine; Edward W. Bartlett, of Lewiston, who fought in several bat-

Androscoggin Historical Society Booklet 
Tells Stories From the Civil War

tles and was confined in the infamous Andersonville prison; Horace 
Wright and his son Lyman, of Auburn, soldiers together in the 10th 
Maine Infantry Regiment; and Alonzo G. Frost, of Lisbon, who was 
one of 30,000 Union soldiers to die from typhoid. A love letter writ-
ten by Carrie Wentworth, of Turner, to her soldier husband, Edwin, 
describes her loneliness and her struggle to survive in poverty with 
her daughter Annie. Another story looks into the mystery of an un-
known Confederate soldier buried in the Strout Cemetery in Dur-
ham.

The booklet can be purchased at the Society office (County Building, 
2 Turner St., Unit 8, Auburn, ME, 04210-5978) and other locations, 
including the Auburn and Lewiston public libraries. The cost is $4 
plus sales tax, or $5 by mail, including tax and postage. The office, 
located on the third floor of the County Courthouse, is open Wednes-
day and Thursday from 1 to 4:30 p.m., and Friday from 1 to 4 p.m. 
For information call 784-0586. 

The Androscoggin Historical Society has three general purposes:
• To discover, preserve and disseminate knowledge about the history of 

Androscoggin County and the State of Maine.
• To preserve historical material and make it available for study; help 

officials insure the preservation and accessibility of records and ar-
chives; conduct archeaological investigations of aboriginal or pioneer 
sites in the locality; and preserve historic buildings, monuments, and 
markers.

• To disseminate historical information and arouse interest in the past 
by publishing historical material in the newspapers or otherwise; and 
by marking historic buildings, sites and trails.

You can support the Society by becoming a member, making a financial 
contribution, or donating a historical artifact or document. For more in-
formation call 784-0586 or send email to androhs@myfairpoint.net.  •


