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A new exhibit at The Telephone Museum 
will open on June 18, 2016. The exhibit was 
inspired by the book “Exploding The Phone” 
by Phil Lapsley. Mr. Lapsley will be present at 
the opening to give a short talk and will stay on 
to sign copies of his book. 

The museum exhibit consists of more than a 
dozen illustrated panels describing the history 
of the telephone and subsequently the “hack-
ing” of the system in the 1950s ad 60s. There 
are several inter-active stations for hands-on 
participation, and many original artifacts in-
cluding the Captain Crunch whistle and the 
author’s Blue Box.

Mr. Lapsley’s book, “Exploding The Phone”, 
starts with a foreword by Steve Wozniak and 
proceeds to detail the exploits of the rene-
gades who out-engineered the monopolistic 
Bell Telephone system. The book reveals the 
origins of hacking before computers were 

“personal” and when “Ma Bell” ruled the rates 
for telephone calls. A controversial and timely 
subject is explored in historic perspective.

Mr. Lapsley will also be the guest of honor at a 
reception on Friday, June 17, at The Telephone 
Museum from 5-7 p.m., to which the public is 
invited. The cost is $20 per person and will in-
clude beverages and appetizers.

JUNE 17
Reception for Phil Lapsley,

author of “Exploding The Phone” 
5-7 p.m.

The Telephone Museum
166 Winkumpaugh Road

Ellsworth, Maine
Admission $20 per person 

includes appetizers and beverages. 
Reservations requested: 

ttm.switchboard@gmail.com.

JUNE 18
Opening of new exhibit 

“The First Hackers: 
Phone Phreaks vs. Ma Bell 1955-1970”

1-4 p.m.
The Telephone Museum

166 Winkumpaugh Road, Ellsworth, Maine
Short talk by Phil Lapsley, author of 

“Exploding The Phone” at 1pm; 
book signing throughout the day. 

Admission price 
$10 per adult and $5 per child 

includes exhibits in 
Main Building and Visitor Center. 

Free admission for museum members. 

The Telephone Museum
166 Winkumpaugh Road • P.O. Box 1377

Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-667-9491

www.thetelephonemuseum.org •

The First Hackers
Phone Phreaks vs. Ma Bell 

1955-1970
Event Contact:
Sandra Galley
978-973-0356

ttm.switchboard@gmail.com

Learning to hack the telephone system circa 1955.
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Tutwiler (Archivist I) will be conducting four 
presentations; they are:

To Hades and Back: 
One Archives’ Journey to Digitization

Maine’s History: 
Highlights from the Maine State Archives

Sparks Along a Broad Horizon: 
New Approaches to Archival Discovery 

(part of a panel presentation)

MAM NEWS

Dugan Murphy Named 
MAM Executive Director

Maine Archives & Museums is pleased to welcome Dugan Murphy as MAM's new executive 
director. With a Master's Degree in Community Planning from the University of Cincinnati, 
Dugan has a long history of strategic planning and advocacy, and we are thrilled to have him 
working with us on behalf of Maine's collecting institutions. As the former executive director 
of Maine Street Skowhegan, Dugan led the downtown revitalization effort and organized 
community-building events like River Fest, Holiday Stroll, and the annual Maple Festival. 
He secured more than $500,000 in grants for public infrastructure and historic restoration 
projects and worked with board members and businesses to forge new collaborations with 
stakeholders.

Dugan is a partner in Nuf Sed, a communications and consulting boutique in Portland, and 
has extensive experience using social media, fostering professional networks, and fundrais-
ing. He will be a strong voice for MAM’s member organizations, many of whom are run 
by volunteers in small rural communities. He may be reached at info@mainemuseums.org. 
Welcome aboard, Dugan! •

Dugan Murphy
MAM Executive Director

DISPATCHES
Our members report on news, awards and achievements from throughout the state.

AUGUSTA
The Holocaust and Human Rights Center 
of Maine (HHRC) is hosting its Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, June 5, at the Woodlands 
Club in Falmouth. In addition to a luncheon, 
the HHRC will honor students and individuals 
in Maine who are doing outstanding work 
in the fields of Holocaust and human rights 
awareness and education. The event will be 
held from noon - 3 p.m. and include the pre-
sentation of our annual awards, as well as an 
overview of the HHRC’s programs and special 
events. The suggested donation is $40 per per-
son and $375 for a table of 10. For tickets, call 
(207) 621-3530 or email jordan.bannister@
maine.edu.

The Maine State Archives Research Room 
has welcomed a new intern for the spring 
semester. Love Call, a senior English major at 
the University of Maine Farmington, is joining 
the staff every Friday to help out with various 
projects. Call began her internship with MSA 
on Friday, Jan. 29.

The Maine State Archives will be involved in 
the New England Archivists conference in 
Portland April 1 and 2. Betsy Spekke (Archivist 
III), Samuel Howes (Archivist II), and Helen 

Love Call

Military Collections and Records at the 
Maine State Archives

Starting a new job can be challenging enough, 
but in mid-March, Kate Herbert started three 
new jobs all at once. Luckily for her, all three 
of her new jobs are actually one, but as the 
librarian II - cross functional data librarian, 
she’s going to be splitting her time between 
the Maine State Archives, Maine State 
Museum, and Maine State Library.

Kate Herbert
—continued on page 4
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2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Raney Bench (2012)
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Vice President: 
Heather Moran (2012)
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Secretary: 
Lorraine DeLaney (2014)
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Treasurer: 
Jennifer Pye (2014)
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tammy.marks@maine.gov
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College Archives 
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LibraryArchive@kvcc.me.edu 

Kimberly Smith (2015)
Presque Isle 
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Presque Isle, ME 04769
207-762-1151
ksmith@acap-me.org

Deborah Staber (2012)
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lcbates@gwh.org

(In parentheses after each name is the year 
the board member began serving his/her term. 

A board member can serve up to three successive two-year terms.)

DISPATCHES (cont’d.)

—continued on page 5

The newly created shared position will allow 
Herbert to act as liaison between the three 
agencies, which all reside in the cultural build-
ing across from the Statehouse. She’ll be doing 
project-based and deadline-based work for the 
agencies, such as cataloguing and database 
updating, including populating records into 
ArchiveSpace for Archives. Herbert will also 
be looking at where the agencies’ holdings 
overlap and helping them determine if some of 
their legacy collection items should be trans-
ferred to the other agencies.

The Maine State 
Archives welcomes Dori 
Burnham as their new-
est volunteer. Dori has 
volunteered at various 
facilities, and we are 
excited to have her at our 
agency. Dori is interested 
in knowing more about 

Maine and becoming more familiar with its 
resources.

CASTINE
The Wilson Museum is pleased to announce 
a new three-person Education Team, each 
bringing a wonderful enthusiasm to the job. 
Valerie Messana has spent the past 23 years 
as a Librarian, serving in schools and public 
libraries. Having acquired a wealth of expe-
rience working with both children and adults, 

Valerie looks forward to using those skills at 
the Museum. Joanne LaCarrubba Steenberg 
has spent her life involved with education as 
a creative and connected teacher. Driven to 
bring knowledge to people, Joanne does so in a 
way that deeply inspires them and opens their 
minds. Grace Tarr began her journey of muse-
um and historical interpretation at a young age 
and has served for several years as a docent in 
the Wilson Museum’s historic Perkins House. 
Coming from the next generation of museum 
professionals, Grace brings a unique perspec-
tive to engaging youth and adults in the history 
that shapes our future.

FAIRFIELD
Event Name: Our Rich Industrial History

Organization: Fairfield Historical Society
Museum Hours 

May – mid September (Free to Public)

Dori Burnham

Valerie 
Messana

Joanne 
LaCarrubba 

Steenberg

Grace
Tarr

—continued from page 3
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DISPATCHES (cont’d.)

—continued on page 6

Tuesdays 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
2nd Sat. of Month (9 a.m. - 4 p.m.)

Special exhibit of pictures showing our 
rich industrial history, related businesses 

and the people who operated them.
Address: 42 High Street

  Fairfield, ME 04927
Phone: 207-453-2998

Email: fhs2@myfairpoint.net
Website: 

http:/www.fairfieldmehistoricalsociety.net

 Event Name: 
Quilt Show (suggested donation $3.00)

Organization: Fairfield Historical Society
Where: Friends Meeting House 

June 11 & 12 (Saturday and Sunday) 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The exhibit will include approx. 40 quilts 
(both antique & new) 

Address: 
  Friends Meeting House
  Middle Rd – Fairfield Center
 1/4 mile from corner of Rte. 104/139

Phone: 207-453-2998
Email: pegfamhist@aol.com 

Website: 
http:/www.fairfieldmehistoricalsociety.net

Event Name: 
Hat Making Class (Pre-registration required) 

Organization: Fairfield Historical Society
Saturday 9 July

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
You will be designing a hat for yourself. 
Email or call to have registration form 

emailed to you 
Class will be taught by Emily Fournier 

(Producer for 
Recycled Shakespeare Company)

Address: 
42 High Street, Fairfield, ME 04927

Phone: 207-453-2998
Email: fhs2@myfairpoint.net or 

emilyrowdenfournier@gmail.com
Website: 

http:/www.fairfieldmehistoricalsociety.net

Event:
Picturing the Past Through Photographs

Sponsored by 
Central Kennebec Heritage Council

15 July 2016 • 7 p.m.
Free to public

Earle Shettleworth will present 
an illustrated talk about S.S. Vose, 

an early regional Photographer. 
Made possible in part by funding from the 

Maine Humanities Council
To be held: Fairfield Victor Grange #49

140 Oakland Road (Rt. 23)

Fairfield, Maine 04937
FMI: call 238-4250 or email lcbates@gwh.

org or fhs2@myfairpoint.net

FARMINGTON
Nordica Homestead Museum located in 
beautiful Farmington, Maine. Dedicated to the 
great Opera singer Lillian Nordica. Opened in 
the 1920s it houses an amazing collection of 
concert gowns, bronzes, oil paintings, Tiffany 
stage jewelry, furnishings and mementos of 
Madam Nordica’s life and career.

That being said this amazing collection has 
never been archived or cataloged. Several at-
tempts were made over the years in bits and 
pieces. This fall a long overdue physical and 
digital inventory was started at the museum. 
Under the direction of Jennifer Colby-Morse, 
curator Crystal Williams, and University of 
Farmington Intern Josie Pease began this ar-
duous task.

It is thought that this will take at least two years 
to complete this complex job. There are boxes 
and boxes of Concert booklets, photographs, 
personal correspondence including notes to 
Queen Victoria and other famous people of 
the time. Gifts from heads of state, world rul-
ers including the Tsar of Russia. Housed in a 
restored quaint classic Maine cape style farm-
house. Situated on 140 wooded acres in west-
ern Maine.

While working on this inventory Jennifer Col-
by-Morse answered an incoming phone call at 
the Museum. Much to our shock and delight 
Bill Green of Bill Green’s Maine fame on the 
line. He wondered if we would be willing to do 
an interview for a segment of the show tomor-
row. Tomorrow? Everything was still under 
cover for winter storage, not to mention the ta-
bles and computers set up for our work. Closed 
for the winter as most small Maine museums 
are. Well of course we would love to have you 
visit Nordica. What fabulous publicity!

Unfortunately Josie Pease could not be with us 
for the taping of the show. Having enjoyed this 
internship at Nordica Josie plans to do sum-
mer semester at Nordica as well. It has been 
a delight having her youthful enthusiasm and 
positive attitude during this often exhausting 
cataloging. 

Vintage attire was worn for the Bill Green in-
terview. Spanning the years 1857-1914 allows 
for an amazing variety of clothing. Victorian to 
Edwardian dresses and hats are available for 
docents this season. March 26, 2016 is the air 
date for the Bill Green segment. There will be 
a link on our Facebook page Thenordicahome 

stead@Facebook.comThenordicahomestead@
Facebook.com.

Nordica is open 1:00 - 5:00 Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. Closed Mondays. Avail-
able for larger tours by appointment. Gift shop 
and picnic area. Full time caretaker keeps the 
grounds in pristine condition. Friendly and 
knowledgeable guide in period costume. 207-
778-2042.

OLD ORCHARD BEACH
Old Orchard Beach Historical Society

4 Portland Ave., Box 464
Old Orchard Beach, Maine 04064

207-934-9319
oobhistsoc@maine.rr.org

Harmon Museum in Old Orchard Beach, 
Maine has become a major tourist attraction 
in Maine, due to the generosity of W. Warren 
Harmon and his wife Grace. As philanthropic 
residents of the town, they were charter mem-
bers of the Old Orchard Beach Historical 
Society which met in homes of local residents 
after its founding in 1954. Realizing that stor-
ing items of historical significance to the town 
in residences was not in the best interest of 
these items, in 1974 the Harmons generously 
willed their home at 4 Portland Avenue to the 
Town of Old Orchard Beach, with the caveat 
that the Town fathers would allow the Histori-
cal Society the privilege of using the residence 
as a museum of town history, while the Town 
would maintain the exterior and the grounds.

Now the story of the people, places, things, 
and events of Old Orchard Beach is told in 
many ways, focusing on amusements past and 
present, horse and automobile racing, early 
aviation (including a visit by Charles Lind-
bergh in 1927), the destructive fires of 1907, 
1948, 1969, and 1972, transportation, the 
police department, schools, sports, recreation, 
and, of course, the world-famous seven-miles 
long beach along the Atlantic Ocean.

Beginning Tuesday, June 28, 2016, knowl-
edgeable docents of Old Orchard Beach His-
torical Society will be available as guides 
while you visit Harmon Museum, located at 
4 Portland Avenue in downtown Old Orchard 
Beach. The museum is open Tuesday through 
Friday from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and 
on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
The museum is open until September 3, 2016. 
Admission is free for everyone. For further 
information, visit the Harmon Museum web-
site at www.harmonmuseum.org or contact the 
Harmon Museum at (207)-934-9319 or online 
at oobhistsoc@maine.rr.com.

—continued from page 4
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SKOWHEGAN
In honor of the centennial of Margaret’s participation on a championship 
basketball team and graduation from Skowhegan High School, the 
featured exhibit at the Margaret Chase Smith Library this year is “I 
Had My Fun: Margaret in the 1910s.” This exhibit of over 70 photos 
explores her teen years during the 1910s. It was a time of great economic 
and social change, which opened up opportunities for females. “New 
Women” like Margaret participated in sports, entered the work force, 
joined civic groups, and pushed for reforms like women’s suffrage. In 

DISPATCHES (cont’d.)

addition to candid shots of young Margaret, her family, and her friends, 
viewers will see the fashions of the day, the many forms of recreation in 
rural Maine, and scenes from the prosperous mill town of Skowhegan 
during the second decade of the twentieth century. •

—continued from page 5
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The L.C. Bates Museum is proud to announce its new exhibition 
Open Spaces: Reimagining Pastoral Maine, opening on May 
6, 2016. The show, the result of a collaborative effort between 
the L.C. Bates Museum staff and two Colby College students, 
Francesca Soriano and Nora Hill, under the supervision of 
Professor Véronique Plesch, aims to explore the natural beauty of 
Maine’s fields and the flora and fauna that fill them. 

Defining fields as an expansive space, the exhibition seeks to com-
bine scientific and artistic methods of looking at natural pastures. 
Works by contemporary Maine artists in a variety of mediums will 
be featured, giving visitors a broad perspective of the different 
views and portrayals of nature. While some of the works focus 
on individual plants, others take a more abstract view, offering 
the viewer sweeping fields of color. Additionally, some artists 
depict their subject matter through naturalistic renditions whereas 
others take more abstract approaches.  John Woosley, for instance, 
declares: “I paint in response to visual phenomena, and prefer to 
leave out references to human society which almost always intrude 
with symbolic meanings.” Joel Babb stresses the importance of 

New Exhibition Opening 
at L.C. Bates

Open Spaces: 
Reimagining Pastoral Maine

drawing and painting “rapidly en plein air, because there is no 
other way to soak up the true impressions of light, color, and atmo-
sphere.” Some artists in the exhibition stay close to home, painting 
in their yards, such as Sharon Yates, for whom “the allurement of 
natural light takes me outdoors to paint flowers in the context of my 
yard where I can keep track of the sky, smell the salty sea air, and 
hear chirping birds and squirrels. My battle with the changing light 
and sweeps of wind set me on a path of immediacy and flexibility 
that I would not otherwise experience.” Similarly, Jeff Epstein is 
drawn to the winter landscape that is visible from the windows of 
his house. In particular, his paintings capture the effect of dazzling 
light on fresh snow. 

An opening reception for the exhibition will be held at the L.C. 
Bates Museum on May 6 from 5-7 p.m. Throughout the summer 
featured artists will lead workshops for participants of all ages. The 
L.C. Bates Museum, located in Hinckley, Maine, welcomes visitors 
to explore Open Spaces: Reimagining Pastoral Maine as well as 
the many objects on display from the Museum’s rich permanent 
collection.  •
 

John Woolsey, Daisies, Red Clover, and 
Buttercups, 2014, oil on canvas

Rachael Eastman, 
Warm Silence, 2012, 

oil on canvas



8 Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter Vol. 19, No. 2

The Association of Maine Archives 
& Museums (MAM) is pleased to 
announce it is the recipient of a major 

grant from the Maine Humanities Council and the 
Pulitzer Prize Centennial Campfires Initiative. 
The award will fund MAM’s 2016 Professional 

Development Series 
titled “His Story, Her 
Story, Our Story: 
Making Meaning of 
Your Collections” 
that will culminate 
with Pulitzer Prize 
winning histori-
an and author Dr. 
Laurel Thatcher 
Ulrich’s keynote 
address at MAM’s 
annual conference in 
October. 

MAM’s 2016 Professional Development 
Workshop Series based on the theme of sto-
rytelling is designed to expand the knowledge 
and skills of staff and volunteers working with 
collections. With over 1000 collecting institu-
tions, Maine’s public and private collections 
span the breadth of the humanities—from arts 
and literature to religion and politics. Much 
of the work in museums and archives is in the 
humanities and related to researching, preserv-
ing, and interpreting collections and this work 
culminates in sharing stories—whether it’s 
through interpretation and exhibits, research, 
marketing, publications, advocacy, and more. 

MAM’s workshop series will offer avenues to 
varying perspectives, invigorating discussions, 
and opportunities to gain deeper understanding 
of collections to the study of the humanities. 
Participants will learn how to better care for and 
manage their collections and understand inspir-
ing new ways to interpret collections according 
to best practices in the field. An exciting lineup 
of opportunities is already scheduled. Visit 
MAM’s website, www.mainemuseums.org, for 

more information and to register for the follow-
ing workshops:

MAY 9
Storing Collections

at the L.C. Bates Museum in Hinckley

MAY 17
Accidental Stories 

Pertaining to Collections 
and How to Use Them 

to Reach New Audiences
at the Cole Land Transportation Museum 

in Bangor

JUNE 8
Nuts and Bolts of 

Exhibit Development
at Camden Public Library

JUNE 18
Grant Writing Basics: 

Crafting Your Story for 
Fundraising Success 

at the Aroostook Medical Center 
in Presque Isle

JUNE 27
Caring for Collections

at the L.C. Bates Museum in Hinckley

The 2016 Professional Development Series 
concludes at MAM’s annual conference on 
October 14, at the Collins Center for the 
Arts at the University of Maine Orono. The 
conference will feature special guest Laurel 
Thatcher Ulrich, Ph.D., 300th Anniversary 
History Professor at Harvard University. In 
1991 she received the Pulitzer Prize in History 
for her groundbreaking work “A Midwife’s 
Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on 
Her Diary, 1785-1812.” The book examines 
the life of Martha Ballard, who practiced in 
the Hallowell area. Dr. Ulrich served as presi-
dent of the American Historical Association in 
2009. She has authored several books and arti-
cles on early American history, women’s histo-
ry, and material culture and is currently writing 
a book on 19th-century Mormon diaries. In her 
keynote, she will share her experiences and 
insights in researching and bringing to light 
unknown stories of objects in Maine’s past and 
will inspire participants on how to make mean-
ing of their own collections. 

MAM’s 2016 Professional Development Series 
is funded in part by the Maine Humanities 
Council as part of the Pulitzer Prize Centennial 
Campfires Initiative, a joint venture of the 
Pulitzer Prizes Board and the Federation of 
State Humanities Councils in celebration of 
the 2016 Centennial of the Prizes. The ini-
tiative seeks to illuminate the impact of the 
humanities on American life today, to imagine 
their future, and to inspire new generations to 
consider the values represented by the body 
of Pulitzer Prize winning work. For their 
generous support for the Campfires Initiative, 
we thank the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
the Ford Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, the Pulitzer Prizes Board, and 
Columbia University. •

Major Grant will bring 
Pulitzer-Prize Winning Historian and Author 

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 
to Maine

Laurel 
Thatcher 

Urich
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“No other town in the United States has 
an ordinance against automobiles...” 

Bar Harbor Record, April 11, 1900

By 1900 the first automobiles were motor-
ing around Mount Desert Island, sparking a 
15-year debate about whether cars should be 
allowed on its roads. Summer residents and 
their staff were concerned about the danger and 
noise cars would bring to this peaceful sum-
mer resort, whereas year-round residents were 
looking forward to new business opportunities 
and adventure. 

The Boston Motorcar Company manufactured 
steam cars from a factory on Bar Harbor’s 
West Street in 1900. Employing a number of 
year-round residents, the company shipped 
cars to England, India, and South Africa. 
Company manager Paul Hunt told the Bar 
Harbor Record, “The expense of maintaining 
the plant is less than it would be in a large city, 
the cost of the building is less, and water power 
ample. By having the factory here, not only can 
a practicable demonstration of automobiles be 
made, but intending purchasers can have an 
opportunity of examining them at various stag-
es of construction.”

“Them devil carts are injurious to life 
and limb, run over hens and raise up 
ructions generally.” 

Selectman Abiel O. Curtis 
at the village of Eden Town Meeting 

of March 29, 1906

In an effort to manage the influx of cars, sum-
mer residents of Bar Harbor and Mount Desert 
appealed to the state legislature to permit each 
town to vote by referendum on whether to 
allow cars. In 1903 the first ban on automobiles 
was passed, banning cars on all island roads. 
Southwest Harbor and Tremont immediately 
voted to overturn the ban and allow cars in 
their communities, creating a confusing series 
of traffic laws. 

In frustration, pro-auto enthusiasts launched 
a series of publicity stunts. Three young boys 
built a car from scratch in a Bar Harbor barn 
and drove it through town. The media report-
ed, “Bar Harbor has been visited again by the 
deadly automobile scourge…” (Bangor News, 
1908). Two Southwest Harbor residents drove 
through Somesville and were arrested, testing 
the constitutionality of the ban all the way to 
the state supreme court and losing. New Yorker 
Fordham Mahoney was arrested in Bar Harbor 
on his honeymoon for hitching a horse to his 
Oldsmobile and trying to pull it to his hotel. 

Bar Harbor began to relax some of the 
restrictions on cars, and auto advocates argued 
that the town should allow one road for car 
travel. They noted that the island was declining 
in popularity, but allowing cars would bring 
a new type of clientele. “Automobiles are a 
popular fad with the younger generation of 
moneyed men.” Bar Harbor Record, January 
22, 1908. 

“The coercion exerted on the permanent 
residents of the town by the wealthy 
summer residents who wanted to keep 
autos out practically amounted to 
slavery!” 

E.S. Clark, Bar Harbor Record, 
February 27, 1915

By 1915 the tenor of the debate had changed; 
both summer and year-round residents were 
clamoring for cars. The state legislature voted 
to overturn the referendum, and cars were 
allowed in all island towns. The next summer 
more than 15,000 cars visited, drawn by 
the newly formed Sieur de Monts National 
Monument, which would later become Acadia 
National Park. 

Today island communities continue to debate 
the impact of cars. Summer visitors make 
Acadia National Park one of the most visited 
in the country and provide the foundation for a 
rich arts and cultural scene, but there is a need 
to balance this overcrowding with the preser-
vation of natural and historic resources. 

Auto Wars: Then and Now,  plays with this 
interesting story, linking the historic decisions 
to allow cars and form Acadia National Park 
with the current debate about how to manage 
the impact of automobiles. In a choose-your-
own-adventure format, the exhibit features 
the people and issues—then and now—who 
forever changed the nature of Mount Desert 
Island.  •

SEEN & HEARD

The Auto Wars: Then and Now
 

by Raney Bench, Executive Director

The Museum is open May 1 through October 31, 10:00-5:00 seven days a week. 
For more information visit www.sealcoveautomuseum.org or call 207-244-9242.

Reza Jalali, author of New 
Mainers: Portraits of Our 
Immigrant Neighbors, spoke 
to more than 50 guests 
about the importance of 
sharing immigration stories. 
The program was presented 
at the Michael Klahr Center 
in partnership with the 
Mid-Maine Global Forum 
and in conjunction with 
the Holocaust and Human 
Rights Center of Maine’s 
Yearning to Breathe Free: 
The Immigrant Experience 
in Maine exhibit.

The Wilson Museum held its first Educators’ Reception on March 8, 
giving area educators (representing 9+ organizations) an opportunity to 
get together, enjoy good food, and explore the educational offerings of 
the museum; following requests from attendees, this is likely to become a 
semi-annual event.
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OPPORTUNITIES
Tuesday, May 17, 2016, 1 p.m. -3 p.m.

Cole Land Transportation Museum in Bangor  

In this session, Jennifer Pictou will share tips 
for teasing out the many stories of museum 
and archival collections. She will share her 
experience with and reflections on how study-
ing an artifact, understanding its documenta-
tion, and assembling the pieces of the object’s 
story offers an opportunity to strengthen inter-
pretation and historical accuracy, understand 
diverse points of view and help shape and 
reflect history. And, how these “accidental 
stories” can be used to attract new audiences. 
Stay after the workshop for a guided tour of 
the exhibits by Dana Lippitt, museum curator.

Presented by Jennifer Pictou, Owner of 
Dawnland Tours, LLC and a certified trainer 
for the National Association of Interpretation.

This workshop is sponsored in part by the 
Maine Humanities Council as part of the 
Pulitzer Prize Centennial Campfires Initiative. 

Grant Writing Basics: 
Crafting your Story for 

Fundraising Success
$49 per person

Saturday, June 4, 2016, 8:30 a.m. - Noon
McCain Conference Rooms, 2nd Floor, 

East Annex, The Aroostook Medical Center 
(TAMC), 140 Academy Street, Presque Isle.  

Learn the basics of grant writing from A to 
Z: from current trends, where to look for 
resources, reviewing criteria to determine the 
right match, creating a project budget, what 
grantors expect in an application, to writing 
an effective case statement and completing the 
proposal package.

Kimberly Smith is the grant writer for the City 
of Presque Isle and Presque Isle Historical 
Society.  She is a member of the American 
Grant Writers’ Association and has been writ-
ing grants for almost 20 years. 

The Nuts and Bolts 
of Exhibit Development

One Session: 
$15 Members / $20 non-Members 

or Both Sessions 
for $25 members / $30 non-Members

Wednesday, June 8, 2016
Camden Public Library

A fantastic collection means little to a visitor 
if it’s not presented in a cohesive and engaging 
way.  Let’s face it, your exhibits send a mes-
sage whether you think about it or not, but is 
it always the message you want your visitors 
to walk away with?  In this guided seminar, 

discover the benefits of planning your exhibit 
from start to finish focusing on identifying 
a goal and target audience, to developing a 
story-driven narrative for your artifacts, to 
crafting meaningful exhibit labels.  The result:  
an exhibit that will engage visitors and get the 
results you really want.

Attend one or both sessions. 

12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Crafting Your Exhibit Story with Erin Bishop. 
You’ve decided to develop a new exhibit. Now 
what? Come to this session to learn how to 
develop the interpretation for your exhibit—
the central theme, subthemes, storylines, and 
content—and how to craft those stories into a 
narrative that will reach and inspire reach your 
intended audience.

Erin Bishop, former Director of the Association 
of Maine Archives & Museums, is the founder 
of Clio, a Museum Consulting firm specializ-
ing in interpretative development, educational 
programming, historic research and commem-
orative event planning. Previously she served 
as Director of Education for the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in 
Springfield, Illinois. 

2:15 – 4:15 p.m.
Exhibit Development with Raney Morrison 
Bench. Writing the exhibit can be a challenge, 
but once the script is done, what’s next? Raney 
will share tips and guidelines for printing, 
mounting, and hanging labels and images, 
staging objects, and overall guidelines for how 
to make a professional exhibit on a budget.

Raney Bench is the Executive Director of the 
Seal Cove Auto Museum and former Curator 
of Education for the Abbe Museum.

This workshop is sponsored in part by the 
Maine Humanities Council as part of the 
Pulitzer Prize Centennial Campfires Initiative. 

Collections Care 
Workshop

Monday, June 27, 2016, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
,L.C. Bates Museum in Hinckley. Free!

Learn the proper methods for treating and 
handling organic objects. Conservator Ron 
Harvey will demonstrate and teach profes-
sional methods of caring for varied organic 
materials from clothing, to tools to mounted 
animals and more. At the end of the workshop, 
visit the L.C. Bates Museum to see preserved 
objects including a Blue Marlin caught by 
Ernest Hemingway and a model birch bark 
canoe. The workshop is made possible in part 
by support from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. Bring a bag lunch.  •

Supporting and Promoting 
Maine’s Collecting Institutions

www.mainemuseums.org
Maine Archives and Museums, the association 
for museums, archives, and historical societies 
in the state of Maine, supports all types of col-
lecting institutions and provides information 
for tourists and visitors as well as professional 
curators, archivists, historians, and educators. 
MAM also provides news and information 
about upcoming museum exhibits, job open-
ings, internships, workshops, grant deadlines, 
and news about the field.

Maine Museums Day Survey Request
Hey—did you attend Maine Museums Day last 
month? If you did, could you fill out a short 
survey about your experience? It would really 
help us out in planning similar events in the 
future. You can fill out the survey at www.sur 
veymonkey.com/r/MaineMuseumsDay.

2016 MAM 
Workshop Series

Full schedule on the MAM website:
www.mainemuseums.org/Workshops
Register today to secure your spot at one of 
Maine Archives & Museums’ upcoming work-
shops, funded in part by a grant from the Maine 
Humanities Council as part of the Pulitzer 
Prize Centennial Campfires Initiative.

Storing Your Collections
Monday, May 9, 2016, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 L.C. Bates Museum in Hinckley. Free! 

Presented by conservator Ron Harvey and sup-
ported in part by the NEH. Learn the housing 
needs of object collections and some special 
storage methods. Bring photographs of objects 
for the conservator to review to recommend 
their best storage housing, store an object and 
more. See some examples of storage in the 
L.C. Bates Museum. Bring a bag lunch. 

Accidental Stories Pertaining to 
Collections and How to Use them 

to Reach New Audiences
$15 MAM Members / $20 Non-Members



MAINE ARCHIVES & MUSEUMS

members enable MAM to provide ever-expand-
ing services to Maine’s community of collecting 
institutions. By working together, we strengthen 
our collective resources and realize our shared 
mission.

Membership Categories and Dues
All members receive:
• Quarterly newsletter sent by mail
• Reduced rate for MAM conferences & 

workshops
• Member rate for ads in MAM’s newsletter
• Discounts at Gaylord, Brodart, and 

University Products (e-mail MAM for 
information)

• Free event and job listings in MAM’s 
newsletter and on MAM’s website

• Regular e-mail updates from MAM

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
All Volunteer .................................................$35
Annual budget $15,000 or less .....................$35
Annual budget $15,001 – $50,000 ...............$50
Annual budget $50,001 – $100,000 .............$60
Annual budget $100,001 – $500,000 .........$100
Annual budget over $500,000 ....................$175
Additional benefits for Institutional members: 

• Member rate for all staff and volunteers to 

Be a part of 
Maine Archives & Museums!

Maine Archives & Museums (MAM) is the 
only professional association representing muse-
ums, archives, historical societies, and other 
collecting institutions in the state of Maine. Our 
purpose is to develop and foster a network of cit-
izens and institutions in Maine who identify, col-
lect, interpret, and/or provide access to materials 
relating to history, living collections, and culture.
Our vital services to Maine’s cultural commu-
nity include:
• Quarterly newsletter, in print and on-line
• Annual Conference
• Annual professional development workshops 

through the state
• Listings on our website
• Valuable member discounts on archival 

products at a variety of vendors
• Research and advocacy
Our members are Maine’s collecting institu-
tions (museums, libraries, historical societies, 
archives) as well as students, volunteers, paid 
and unpaid professionals, other cultural organi-
zations, affiliated businesses, and the interested 
public. The support and participation of our 

attend MAM conferences and workshops
• One free listing on “Find a Museum/Archive” 

feature on MAM’s website
• E-mail updates from MAM delivered directly 

to up to four institutional e-mail addresses

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Consultant (single-member firm) .................$35
Partnership (two-member firm) ....................$50
Corporate (multiple employees) .................$100

Additional benefits for Business members: 
• Member rate for all staff to attend MAM con-

ferences and workshops
• One highlighted listing on “Service Provider” 

feature on MAM’s website
• E-mail updates from MAM delivered directly 

to up to four company e-mail addresses

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Basic/Student* ..............................................$35
Patron ............................................................$75
Sponsor .......................................................$100
Benefactor ...................................................$150

Additional benefits for Individual members: 
• Member rate to attend MAM conferences and 

workshops (one reduced rate with Basic mem-
bership, unlimited for Patron and Benefactor)

Membership rates shown here effective as of January 1, 2016. 



Send news directly to MAM Newsletter Editor  •  ldelaney@colby.edu

It’s back to the future for the Maine State 
Archives, which is once again embracing 
microfilm production and its continuing 

value in the digital age. As part of its digital 
archiving project, the Maine State Archives 
imaging department recently purchased a SMA 
51 Archive-Writer, which writes digital files to 
film. The new machine consists of a camera 
that is set into a case with a spinning blade 
shutter, facing down toward an extremely 
high-resolution monitor. Any digital file can 
be displayed as an image on the scanner and is 
shot onto a 16mm or 35mm roll of microfilm.

Per Maine law, silver roll microfilm is still the 
only accepted archival medium for deeds, Title 
33: chapter 11, subchapter 2, subsection §651, 
and it’s the recommended format for document 
storage due to its stability and its ability to be 
read with simply light and magnification.

Microfilming documents saves a significant 
amount of space for documents such as print-
outs that do not have intrinsic historical value 

as a physical document and can be discarded. 
The new equipment will run an entire folder 
of images, shooting up to 500 images per roll 
of 35mm and 6,000 images per roll of 16mm. 
The Archive-Writer was purchased along with 
a new Unomat film processor, which develops 

Microfilm Still King 
in Digital Age of Archiving

the film. The Archives is also the only loca-
tion in Maine that has the capacity to do roll 
film duplication, Imaging Center Photographer 
Peter Mallow noted, with its copying machine 
that creates a new roll through contact printing.

In addition to the camera and processor, plans 
are also in the works to get a rollfilm scanner, 
which will take microfilm files and convert 
them back to digital files. In some ways, the 
new machinery is a step back in time for the 
imaging department, which used to microfilm 
documents exclusively until they got their first 
scanner and computer in 2001, said Mallow.

It’s also a significant part of the future, though, 
not only ensuring that the State of Maine’s 
archival materials are forever preserved, but 
that the state is also safeguarding against the 
drawbacks to digital storage. “It’s really disas-
ter planning,” said Mallow, allowing digital 
files to be restored from the microfilm if serv-
ers fail and digital information is lost. •


