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The Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition 
(CERC:Maine) has just started an important new 
project: building on the data that Maine Archives 

and Museums (MAM) collected during the Maine 
Cultural Institutions Outreach Project (MCIOP) to create 
a Geographic Information System (GIS) data layer show-
ing Maine’s cultural institutions. The Maine Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA) will be able to use this 
information while responding to major regional disasters. 
The work is being funded by a grant to the Maine State 
Museum arranged by MEMA, utilizing Homeland Security 
funds.

MAM recently made available on its website the results 
of the MCIOP, a monumental effort funded by the Davis 
Foundation that identified and collected contact informa-
tion for over 1,100 Maine organizations that have cultural 
collections. Over the late fall and winter, CERC:Maine will 
hire an intern to comb through the data, making sure that 
there is a geocodable, physical address attached to each 
institution, contacting those for which only a P.O. Box or, in 
the cases of museums and archives located at colleges and 
universities, only a broad campus address is available. In a 
very few cases we will also be fixing some anomalies that 
happened in the creation of the draft map—who knew the 
Friends of the Blaine House were based in Sicily? Working 
with the State of Maine’s Office of Information Technology, 
the intern will upload the resulting database to the State’s 
ArcGIS online account, assign appropriate symbols indi-
cating whether an organization is a library, a museum, a 

municipal office or other type of institution to each entity, and create the final online map. 

The primary function of the online map will be to provide MEMA with an accurate picture of cultural resources 
likely to be impacted by a regional disaster. During a response, this will let MEMA know when CERC:Maine and 
the State’s lead cultural agencies need to be called to the State’s Web Emergency Operations Center. Those agen-
cies, primarily the Maine State Museum, the Maine State Library, and the Maine State Archives, can provide expert 
advice on resources and strategies that may be needed to help emergency management personnel respond to a disaster 
with sensitivity to the cultural organizations’ special considerations, where possible, and to help cultural institutions 
recover from the disaster. 

When added to the Maine Historic Preservation Commission’s data on their Cultural and Architectural Resource 
Management Archive (CARMA), which maps historic, above ground, non-archaeological properties in the state, 
MEMA can easily get a pretty accurate picture of all the cultural assets that may be in harm’s way, whether in pub-
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ERRATA
In the August 2015 issue of the Maine Archives and Museums newsletter, the hard-hatted 
duo in this photograph on page 3 was misidentified as Betsy Spekke and Samuel Howes of 
Maine State Archives. They are actually Jeff Cabral and Renée DesRoberts of Biddeford’s 
McArthur Public Library, proudly displaying their new Disaster Plan, recently completed 
with the help of Maine’s Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition (for more on CERC:Maine, 
please see the feature story on p. 1 and Dispatches, p. 6). The fault for the mixup is ours, 
of course, but we partially blame CERC, which has been so thick on the ground that we 
couldn’t keep straight all their photos of triumphant people in hard hats! 

NEXT ISSUE: FEBRUARY 2016
Only submissions received by the Editor by December 30, 2015,

will be considered for publication.
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MAM NEWS

continued on page 4

Summary of 
Board Activities

The MAM Board of Directors Meeting was 
held on September 14 at the Penobscot Marine 
Museum in Searsport. During the meeting, 
Board member Howard Lowell presented rec-
ommendations for revisions to the organiza-
tion’s by-laws in order to reflect the updated 
committee structure, which were approved 
unanimously by the Board. These proposed 
revisions were subsequently sent to the MAM 
membership for review and presented for a 
vote to members at the Annual Meeting on 
October 2. The membership voted to pass a 
motion accepting the by-law revisions. These 
recently approved revisions took effect imme-
diately following the Annual Meeting.

Additional agenda items were also presented, 
discussed, and voted on at the September 14 
Board Meeting, including MAM’s need for 
general liability insurance; the new design for 
MAM’s membership brochure; and proposed 
increases to membership dues in 2016. The 
Board also reviewed and assessed MAM’s 
Work Plan for 2015 and identified our goals 
and projects for the upcoming year. MAM’s 
involvement as a partner organization in the 
upcoming Acadia National Park Centennial 
was also discussed and agreed upon.

MAM programs continued into the autumn 
season with the 2015 Annual Conference and 
Meeting, held on October 2 at the University 
of Southern Maine, Lewiston-Auburn College. 
The conference was well attended, with over 
100 members joining together for a day of 
learning, discussions and networking. We 
look forward to seeing our members join us 
again for networking and lively conversation 
at MAM’s November Mixer hosted by the 
Presque Isle Historical Society, and taking 
place at the Hampton Inn in Presque Isle on 
November 7, 2015. 

MAM to Raise 
Membership Dues 

January 1
At a board retreat held in Searsport on 
September 14, MAM’s Board of Directors 
reviewed the organization’s five-year strategic 
plan as an exercise in setting out its goals and 
priorities for 2016. Great strides have been 
made in accomplishing many of the objectives 
identified in the plan, which was finalized in 
late 2013. Among those accomplishments are 
establishing necessary governing documents, 
such as advocacy and ethics policies, as well 

as increased programming and professional 
development offerings with the advent of an 
annual spring workshop series and MAM 
Mixer events. 

MAM has also increased its efforts in partner-
ing with other state and national associations to 
promote the interests of museum and archives 
professionals and collecting institutions 
throughout Maine and beyond. A partnership 
with Maine’s Cultural Emergency Response 
Coalition led to the development of disaster 
planning resources and workshops for MAM 
members. MAM’s Director joined the board 
of the National Association of State Museums 
Associations and serves on a steering commit-
tee to grow and develop resources for museum 
associations to better serve their constituents. 
Additionally, MAM completed its census of 
collecting institutions in Maine, publishing 
an online listing with contact information for 
over 1100 organizations. Plans are currently 
underway to update and revise the website to 
improve functionality and user access.

In addition, MAM has become increasingly 
vocal regarding issues that affect MAM mem-
ber institutions and developed advocacy tools 
to help promote cultural organizations. In 2015 
in particular, MAM was very active in working 
with other non-profits to fight efforts to levy 
property taxes on non-profits and eliminate the 
charitable giving tax deduction. MAM testi-
fied before the state legislature, attended town 
hall meetings, and kept members apprised of 
the issue via email updates and action alerts. 

“With careful budgeting we have been able to do 
a lot,” MAM Director Erin Bishop said, “But to 
grow our organization and continue to offer the 
level of service we do, we must look for ways to 
grow our revenue as well.” Therefore, after care-
ful consideration and review of future priorities 
and goals, MAM’s Board of Directors voted to 
increase membership dues effective January 1, 
2016. Institutional membership dues will range 
from $35 to $175 annually, depending upon the 
size of the organization’s budget; business and 
individual memberships will also begin at $35 
(previously $25).

“MAM’s dues have not changed for several 
years while our programmatic efforts and 
advocacy work have expanded dramatically,“ 
said Board President Raney Bench. “This 
modest increase is necessary to ensure con-
tinued programming and support for Maine’s 
collecting institutions.” Citing an increase in 
the cost of membership software and web host-
ing services, as well as the costs of purchasing 
General Liability Insurance and Directors & 
Officers Insurance—something MAM has not 
done in the past—Bench said the Board felt 

the increase was warranted. “We are offering 
more and more workshops, a larger confer-
ence, networking mixers, and other events for 
which we must have insurance coverage and 
we must find a way to continually fund these 
programs,” she noted.

Even with the dues increase, MAM’s subscrip-
tion fees are in line or less than many other 
professional organizations within Maine and 
New England, MAM’s director noted. “We 
believe the benefits we provide to our mem-
bers are a really great value,” Bishop said. “We 
are aware of the financial stresses facing our 
member organizations today, but we believe 
through this increase we can grow our offer-
ings and support to help stretch those institu-
tional resources a bit further in the long run.” 

In addition to programmatic offerings, MAM 
provides the following benefits to its members.

• Discounted fees for professional develop-
ment workshops and conferences (for insti-
tutional members, discounted fees for all 
staff and volunteers)

• Free networking opportunities such as 
MAM’s Mixers

• Quarterly newsletter by mail or email

• Member rates for ads in newsletter

• Free event and job listings on MAM’s web-
site

• Free job postings via MAM’s social media 
outlets

• Discounts on collections care supplies and 
software (including Brodart, ArchivesTree, 
Gaylord, University Products)

• Reduced rate for NEMA conference in 2015

• Free membership to NEMA for MAM’s All-
Volunteer Members

• Advocacy alerts and updates via email

• Online Advocacy Tool Kit

• Easy online registrations and renewals 
(Improved website coming soon!)

• Volunteer opportunities including elected 
leadership roles, contributions to MAM’s 
publications, participation in committee and 
other small group efforts provide collabo-
rative learning options and a voice in best 
practice and the future growth of our field 

Fees will increase beginning January 1. 
Renewals for 2016 received prior to that date 
will be at the current rate. Members can renew 
their membership at any time. Notifications 
will be sent by email when renewals are due. 
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New Membership Rates Effective 
January 1, 2016

 NEW
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL RATE
All Volunteer ........................................... $35
Annual budget $15,000 or less ............... $35 
Annual budget $15,001 - $50,000 .......... $50
Annual budget $50,001 - $100,000 ........ $60
Annual budget $100,001 - $500,000 .... $100
Annual budget over $500,000 .............. $175
Consultant ............................................... $35
Partnership .............................................. $50
Corporate ............................................... $100
Individual / Basic / Student .................... $35
Supporter ................................................. $75
Patron .................................................... $100
Benefactor ............................................. $150

MAM’s Website to 
Undergo Significant 

Reconstruction
Beginning in November, MAM members may 
see some decreased functionality in the MAM 

MAM News, continued from page 3

this fall! Join us for a social hour compliments 
of Hampton Inn, Presque Isle. Enjoy social-
izing and networking with your colleagues in 
museums, archives and the cultural tourism 
sector. After a short presentation, climb aboard 
Molly the Trolley for a fun ride to the 1875 
Vera Estey House Museum for a free tour. 
There’s lots to do and see here, so plan on 
staying the night! A group of rooms has been 
reserved at the Hampton Inn until November 2 
at the reduced rate of $99 plus tax. Call 207-
760-9292 or e-mail Jan at jan.lucas@hilton.
com to reserve. Be sure to mention Maine 
Archives & Museums/Presque Isle Historical 
Society Mixer! For those interested in con-
tinuing the fun, a group dinner can be arranged 
along with a free evening city-wide tour. 

Hosted by Kimberly Smith, 
Presque Isle Historical Society and 

Erin Bishop, Maine Archives & Museums, 
this event is part of MAM’s 2015 Program 

Series presented with support from the 
Maine Humanities Council.

website as the Communications Committee 
begins a substantial overhaul of the site’s 
design and functionality. Attempts will be 
made to keep the disruption to a minimum, 
but some glitches may surface or pages might 
be unavailable for a time. The membership 
renewal page will remain functional at all 
times as well as any online registration forms 
for upcoming Mixers or other events. The 
new website will have an improved look and 
layout, making it easier to maneuver and pro-
viding information in a more straightforward 
and well-organized way. The target comple-
tion date is January 1. Your patience is greatly 
appreciated during this transition! 

MAM’s 
November Mixer

Friday, November 7, 1–3 p.m.
Hampton Inn, 768 Main Street, Presque Isle

Come meet your colleagues in The County! 
Kimberly Smith, Presque Isle Historical 
Society, and Erin Bishop, Maine Archives & 
Museums, are taking MAM’s Mixers north 



Vol. 18, No. 3  Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter 5

AUGUSTA
The Maine State Museum, working with 
the Maine Emergency Management Agency, 
has secured another year of funding for 
the Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition: 
Maine (CERC: Maine) through a Homeland 
Security grant. A collaboration of several state 
and private cultural agencies, including Maine 
Archives and Museums, CERC: Maine has 
just completed a project using FEMA Corps 
teams to facilitate the creation of disaster 
plans at 26 museums, libraries and historical 
societies around the state. In the coming year 
CERC: Maine will promote the creation of 
communication networks to help get appro-
priate volunteer aid, information and other 
resources to cultural institutions experiencing 
a disaster. FMI: cercmaine.org; please also see 
feature story, p. 1.

BAR HARBOR
The Abbe Museum is proud to announce 
that it has received an Institute of Museum 
and Library Services “Museums for America” 
grant in the amount of $263,090. With support 

from this grant award, the Abbe Museum 
will design, fabricate, and install a perma-
nent exhibit showcasing the history and cul-
ture of Maine’s native Wabanaki people. The 
exhibit will include content, artifacts, imag-
es, and interactive elements informed by the 
museum’s interpretive framework, its Native 
Advisory Council, and Native advisors. 

BELFAST
The Belfast Historical Society and Museum 
is pleased to announce it has recently been 
awarded a $7,000 grant from Waldo County 
Fund of the Maine Community Foundation. 
This grant will be used to create a three- to 
five-minute-long multimedia prototype that 
features first-person narratives of Belfast and 
Waldo County history. This program will be 
made available in a variety of digital formats. 
The topic chosen for the first modular program 
is “Healthcare in Belfast” and will utilize 
selected audio and photographic material from 
the Belfast Museum’s collections. 

DISPATCHES

BETHEL
The Bethel Historical Society was founded at 
the Bethel Library on May 31, 1966, under the 
capable leadership of local historian Eva M. 
Bean (1895–1969). Consequently, in just a few 
weeks’ time, the organization will inaugurate a 
year-long celebration in honor of its 50th anni-
versary! To prepare for this major milestone, 
BHS staff and members of the Programs, 
Exhibits and Publications Committee are 
already at work planning for new exhibits, 
special programs and fun ways to mark a half 
century of collecting, preserving and sharing 
local and regional history from the Society’s 
Museums on Broad Street. Among the possi-
bilities being discussed are the ever-popular 
“Antiquarian Supper” (a tradition going back 
to 1855), a spring program on maple sugaring 
history, an exhibition focusing on the western 
Rangeley Lakes region entitled “They Took 
to the Woods,” a musical event/fundraiser 
featuring a well-known participant from the 
“Music Without Borders” concert series, and 
much, much more. A schedule of BHS Golden 

Our members report on news, awards and achievements from throughout the state.

THANK YOU
for a great MAM conference 

on October 2!
We had a terrific day of learning and networking at the Lewiston 
campus of the University of Southern Maine! The theme of 
advocacy and being a champion for your institution sparked many 
great conversations that we hope and expect will continue. Many 
thanks to our hosts and to our keynote speaker, Representative Erik 
Jorgensen, as well as our generous sponsors:

Keynote Sponsor:  HistoryIT

Morning Coffee Host:  Sutherland Conservation & Consulting

Gold Exhibitors:
Alpha One

Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition:  Maine
eTouchKiosk Network, Inc.

Maine Historical Society
Northeast Document Conservation Center

Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education
Skinner Auctioneers & Appraisers

Virtual Archive

Silver Sponsors 
CreativeGround

The Maine Project for Fine Art Conservation--Project MEAC

Thanks to everyone who presented and attended, and last but not 
least, thank you to our fabulous program committee: Sheri Leahan 
(chair), Ellen Dyer, Lorraine DeLaney, Deborah Staber, Kimberly 
Smith, Jennifer Blanchard, and Erin Bishop.

—continued on page 6
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Anniversary Programming will be published 
early in 2016, with frequent updates and addi-
tions appearing on the Society’s Facebook 
page and within its e-News posts. FMI: (207) 
824-2908 / www.bethelhistorical.org.

In other Bethel Historical Society news, 
Executive Director Randall Bennett has 
announced that William F. (“Will”) Chapman 
has been hired as the Society’s first librarian/
archivist. Chapman commenced work in early 
June organizing and processing the organiza-
tion’s extensive collection of books, manu-
scripts, photographs, maps and other related 
materials in preparation for their relocation 
to the new Huntoon “barn” addition at the 
Society’s Robinson House when it is completed 
in 2016. Since September 2012, Chapman has 
worked as a reference assistant at the Auburn 
Public Library, and since May 2014 as assis-
tant archivist at the Sabbathday Lake Shaker 
Village Library in New Gloucester—a posi-
tion he will continue to hold while carrying 
out his duties three days a week at the Bethel 
Historical Society. A descendant of the Rev. 
Eliphaz Chapman (who chose the biblical 
name “Bethel” when the town was incorporat-
ed in 1796), he will assist the Society’s Curator 
of Collections and Registrar in transferring and 
consolidating the organization’s library and 
archival collections that are now located in 
three buildings: the Robinson House, Mason 
House and Hastings Homestead. (See photo in 
Seen & Heard, p. 14.)

HINCKLEY
The L. C. Bates Museum is thrilled to be able 
to forward its mission of “Inspiring Wonder” 
and education through support from a $29,718 
Institution of Museum and Library Services 
“Museums for America” grant. With this grant 
award, the museum will be reaching sec-
ond- and third-grade classes through outreach 
programs and family field trips. Museum staff 
also hope to present a workshop or program 
for a MAM event that explains its methods of 
reaching children with needed natural history 
education. 

To celebrate the centennial of the Dartmouth 
Trail behind the museum, the L.C.Bates 
Museum created a new trail brochure and a 
small exhibition that focuses on the history 
of the trails and the monuments and trail 
entrances along the Good Will-Hinckley trails. 
The Maine Humanities Council supported 
this project, which looks at the meaning and 
history of the unique trailside monuments built 
between 1912 and 1940 and how they tie to 
the history of Good Will. To encourage hikers 
to walk the trails, on September 19, 2015 the 
L.C.Bates Museum hosted a “100 Years 100 
Hikers” Day and invited people to walk the 
trail and/or attend a special tour of the historic 
monuments.

KENNEBUNK
The Brick Store Museum is proud to 
announce that it has received an Institute of 
Museum and Library Services “Museums for 
America” grant in the amount of $24,940. This 
grant award will support the digitization of the 
museum’s photograph collections through a 
term-appointed collections assistant that will 
work through 2016 to scan and categorize pho-
tographs. This grant also serves to purchase a 
new computer workstation specifically for this 
project.

MONHEGAN ISLAND
The Monhegan Museum of Art and History 
has been awarded a National Endowment for 
the Humanities “Sustaining Cultural Heritage 
Collections” grant of $250,000 to address 
serious environmental issues that pose a threat 
to the long-term care and conservation of the 
Museum’s collections. Eleven miles off the 
coast of Maine, the Monhegan Museum is 
subject to extreme weather conditions and 
high humidity which places their significant 
collections of artwork, photographs, artifacts 
and ephemera at risk. An earlier NEH SCHC 
planning grant, awarded in 2013, allowed the 
Museum to pull together a team of experts 
to draft a long-term plan to improve the 
collections environment. With island electric-
ity costs at over 500% of those on the main-
land, considerable focus was on employing 
innovative, cost-effective, new technologies. 
Improvements funded by this implementation 
grant will include energy-efficient, low-im-
pact lighting; non-mechanical, climate-con-
trolled options for display facilities; and opti-
mizing the existing climate-control systems 
in the storage vaults. This combination of 
passive, renewable, and energy-efficient solu-
tions will utilize solar thermal dehumidifica-
tion and heat recovery technology to create a 
sustainable solution for the unique challenges 
posed by the Museum’s remote offshore loca-
tion.

NEWFIELD
Scientists, craftspeople and historians came 
together at 19th Century Willowbrook 
Village on September 27 to demonstrate tradi-
tional skills using ash wood and discuss envi-
ronmental threats to this important species. 
This was a collaboration between the museum, 
ForestWorks!, and the Francis Small Heritage 
Trust. The emerald ash borer has affected 
white ash trees in neighboring states in recent 
years; the invasive species takes about two 
years to send a tree to the ground after weak-
ening it through infestation. It is believed it 
will soon appear in Maine. State entomologist 
Colleen Teerling and District Forester Oliver 
Markewicz demonstrated girdling trap trees. 
Over a campfire, Ron Prevoir of Shapleigh 
and John Gray of Fairfield set up a teepee 
and presented a Native American creation 
story and lore about the ash. Mark Young, a 
basket maker; Frank Vivier, a maker of ash 
bows and cedar arrows; Daniel Eaton, who 
restores vintage canoes; and Robert Schmick, 
museum director of Willowbrook, provided 
the day’s programming. There was a live early 
gas-engine demo with a flat belt–driven grist 
mill, cooking and baking with pumpkins and 
apples in the museum’s Victorian Kitchen, and 
cider-making, too. Children, who were admit-
ted free, rolled logs with Peaveys and picker-
oons, while moms and dads tried the two-man 
saw with assistance from volunteer Bruce 
Bowden of Eddington. Kids made coatracks 
from ash. Logs were on hand to process and to 
inspire discussion about the future utilization 
of these trees once they succumb en masse to 
the pest. 

PRESQUE ISLE
Presque Isle Historical Society recently 
offered its first Summer History Camp for 
Kids. Ten campers—five boys and five girls 
ranging in age from 8 to 11, from five area 
communities—took part in the first annu-
al camp. The week-long camp featured vis-
its to the 1875 Vera Estey House Museum, 

DISPATCHES, cont’d.

Dartmouth Trail entrance.

Students from the New School, Kennebunk, 
were the beneficiaries of some permanent ash 
wood programming at Willowbrook.

—continued from page 5

—continued on page 7
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the Presque Isle Army Airbase Museum, the 
James School (one-room schoolhouse, circa 
1918) and a local organic dairy farm. The 
campers also took the Society’s narrated city-
wide history tour aboard Molly the Trolley, 
enjoyed a Victorian Etiquette Luncheon, 
“picked” potatoes, made butter, and were 
educated and entertained by a local Civil 
War re-enactor. The camp also included pre-
sentations on topics of historic interest that 
included hands-on crafts such as Victorian 
Christmas ornaments, corn husk dolls, and 
beeswax candles. The camp’s inaugural year 
was funded by the Simmons Foundation and 
the Agnes Lindsay Trust. 

DISPATCHES, cont’d.

Summer History campers and counselors 
experience potato harvest with Presque Isle 
Historical Society’s Richard Rand.

SKOWHEGAN
A Davis Family Foundation grant of $7,691 
is supporting two preservation projects at 
the Skowhegan History House Museum & 
Research Center. One project focuses on the 
preservation of a Civil War Uniform belonging 
to native son Alexander Crawford, Jr. Funds 
will cover the fees of a professional conserva-
tor and the construction of an archival display 
cabinet which will house the uniform and 
Crawford’s other personal artifacts. A second 
project supports the process of digitally pre-
serving 300 of the museum’s oldest and most 
fragile newspapers dating back to 1818. Digital 
images of each newspaper have been created 
and will be converted to searchable files using 
optical character recognition software. As a 

result, researchers should be able to search 
the newspapers on a computer without having 
to physically handle the nearly 200-year-old 
scripts. Both of these grants assist the museum 
in preserving and promoting Skowhegan’s cul-
tural heritage.

WALDOBORO
The new addition and renovation of the 
Hauck/Bailey Building of the Waldoborough 
Historical Society was dedicated on Sunday, 
August 23, with an audience of more than sev-
enty community folks present. At the same cer-
emony, Elizabeth Sproul and Eleanor Travers, 
long time trustees and volunteers for the soci-
ety, were designated as Trustees Emeritus. 
The Waldoboro Firemen’s Association was 
recognized for their assistance over the past 
two years as the museum’s collection was 
moved and reassembled during construction. 
A gift of $300 has been put aside for a future 
late-1800s Waldoboro Engine House replica 
to be established on the museum site through 
cooperation between the two groups. Over 550 
visitors registered at the museum this summer. 
They came not only to see the new addition 
and renovation, but also to view recent gifts 
which include a theater curtain, four addition-
al Waldoboro rugs, and the original Custom 
House safe.  •

—continued from page 6

Sarah Larlee scanning early newspapers.  •
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mentions of goings-on in Maine communities, 
school activities, and deaths, sometimes those 
of small children. Another memorable letter 
from an impatient Viola Adams teases that if 
she doesn’t get a longer letter and a photo-
graph soon, she will haunt the recipient, John 
L. Ham. 

A mayflower and four leaf clover had been 
pressed and saved with two of the letters. 
“When generally going through and trying to 
figure out how to put this together,” Kobylarz 
noted, “the pressed leaves really stood out as 
having personal significance.” These items, 
which seemed to Kobylarz to speak particular-
ly of personal attachment and memory, and are 
now over 150 years old, were ones he wanted 
to carefully capture for the digital collection. 

While there are many additional doc-
uments in the Bean papers and the 
hope is that additional students might 
continue the project in the future, 
the collection currently includes color 
images and transcribed text for seven-
ty documents. The new Paul W. Bean 
Digital Collection is available through 
DigitalCommons@UMaine at http://
digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/
paul_bean_papers/. 

Desiree Butterfield-Nagy is an Arch-
ivist/Special Collections Librarian at 
the Raymond H. Fogler Library at the 
University of Maine, Orono. She is on 
the faculty of UMaine’s Digital Curation 
certificate program.  •

develop his own research interests in early 
North American history and issues of race, 
religion, and social memory.

To begin this particular project, Kobylarz 
surveyed several Civil War–related collections 
held by the Special Collections Department. 
Of those materials, the Bean papers stood 
out as having potential for a digital collection 
partly because Bean had typed transcriptions 
for many items before they were donated in 
1972. As Kobylarz went through the materials, 
he also discovered a compelling story in the 
letters of Frank Lemont, the youngest officer 
in the 5th Maine Regiment, wounded the 
same year that his father died and attempting 
to assist his mother in settling the estate and 
managing the farm from a distance. Other 
letters from women on the homefront included 

Edward Andrew Kobylarz, a graduate stu-
dent in history at the University of Maine, 

has digitized and transcribed a wide selection 
of documents from the Paul W. Bean Collection 
held by Raymond H. Fogler Library’s Special 
Collections Department. Color scans and 
searchable text allow researchers a new way 
to access an array of letters that refer to events 
taking place in Maine and in various locations 
where soldiers were stationed. A selection of 
pamphlets and ephemera, including vouchers, 
a postcard, and receipts, provide an additional 
glimpse of activities, political opinions, and 
personal reflections during and after the Civil 
War. 

The project served as a summer internship 
for Kobylarz, who was able to bring to the 
project some prior experience in digitizing 
and transcribing documents. As an 
undergraduate student at Colorado 
Mesa University, a class exercise 
of transcribing one letter from the 
Revolutionary War sparked a summer 
project of applying the same skill to a 
little over a hundred more. When his 
mother found a book on the Boer War 
in South Africa in an antique shop, a 
work that she knew would relate to his 
course on the British Empire, Kobylarz 
began scanning pages to preserve the 
rich images he found there. When 
looking toward graduate school, and 
perhaps leaving the state of Colorado 
where he was born and raised, he 
was drawn to the work of UMaine 
Professor Liam Riordan in 17th and 
18th century America, and hoped to 

Edward Andrew Kobylarz at work on 
the Bean collection.

Graduate Student 
Project Provides 
Digital Access to 
Civil War Materials
by Desiree Butterfield-Nagy

Screenshot of the new online resource
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I am sure you have already heard the shot heard 
‘round Maine’s cultural community: after 
42 years of service with the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission, on September 30th 
Earle Shettleworth retired as its Director, a 
position he has held since 1976.

Several people have already written lovely 
retrospectives of his career (the one Bob Keyes 
wrote for the Portland Press Herald comes to 
mind) and he will still be active in the field 
in his official post as State Historian and 
working on special projects at MHPC. So 
MAM decided we should send Earle a thank 
you note for his service as MHPC director by 
describing his impact through that position on 
one of its members: I have worked in archives 
and museums in Maine since 1998, and I have 
been blessed to have crossed paths with Earle 
many times, in ways large and small.

Earle was a key player on the Cultural Affairs 
Committee, an innovative partnership of five 
public agencies, including the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission, and two private 
organizations, that developed the concept of a 
cooperative appropriations request to the state 
legislature. In 1999 the legislature responded 
with an appropriation of $3.2 million to fund 
specific activities supported by each of the 
council partners, what became known as the 
New Century Community Program. While it 
was a grant administered by another partner 
on the Council, the $20,000 New Century 
grant I wrote for the local history room at 
the Camden Public Library gave us needed 
flat files, compact storage, and a microfilm 
reader/scanner (not to mention it gave an 
emerging professional her first major grant 
writing win!). And my next job, doing outreach 
and training for partners in the Maine Memory 
Network, was only possible because New 
Century provided the seed money for Maine’s 
digital museum. 

come will be able to take their picture riding 
one of the lions—not that I ever did that). 

In my present position as the coordinator 
for the Cultural Emergency Resource 
Coalition, Maine, Earle has provided MHPC’s 
encouragement and support for the project, 
but—perhaps fittingly—it his colleague of 
29 years and successor, Kirk Mohney, that 
sits on the steering committee. I imagine that 
echoes of Earle’s influence will be felt from the 
MHPC for years to come. 
This is just a snapshot of what Earle has done 
for me and the organizations I have been 
involved with. His impact can be multiplied 
by the hundreds, if not thousands, of other 
history professionals and volunteers that he 
has also touched in Maine with his professional 
activities and many publications. For all that 
you have done, Earle, thank you.  •
Ellen Dyer is the Coordinator of Maine’s 
Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition: 
CERC (Maine) and the Treasurer of Maine 
Archives and Museums.

Earle’s involvement in my professional life 
intensified when I moved to the General 
Henry Knox Museum, a 1929 reconstruction 
of Knox’s 1794 mansion, a building that Earle 
has often described as one of the greatest 
examples of Colonial Revival architecture 
in the state. As we conducted research and 
developed plans for the improvement of the 
building and its grounds, Earle was very 
generous with his time: helping to find historic 
photographs of the original mansion and the 
church that Knox helped build, advising on 
overall campus plans when we considered 
reconstructing the church or implementing 
the never realized Olmsted designs for the 
grounds, even escorting Maine’s first lady 
Karen Baldacci to an event promoting the 
plans. He was kind enough to be a guest 
speaker for the museum on occasion; the talk 
and film screening he did with Charles Dodge 
on moving, by barge, the 1806 mansion Spite 
House from Phippsburg to Rockport is still 
one of my all-time favorite programs. Indeed, 
over the years he has been a guest speaker for 
countless organizations, including my local 
historical society, the Thomaston Historical 
Society.
I am grateful that in his tenure as director 
of the MHPC Earle has been a fearless 
champion of Maine’s historic buildings. 
When Bowdoin College, my alma mater, was 
developing extensive renovation plans for its 
beautiful McKim, Mead & White–designed 
Walker Art Building, they considered a plan 
that would have significantly altered the 
imposing front steps and the iconic lions 
guarding the entrance. Earle was a key player 
in successfully convincing the college to 
change strategy, resulting in the discreet glass-
enclosed entrance to the side of the museum 
that perfectly preserves the historical integrity 
of the original building (and ensures that 
Bowdoin students for many generations to 

Earle G. Shettleworth Jr.

Thank You Note to Earle Shettleworth
by Ellen Dyer

lic or private hands. Like the Commission’s 
map, CERC:Maine’s map will have a distinct, 
publicly accessible URL that anyone may use 
to explore what cultural institutions there are 
in a given area of Maine. The link is expected 
to be available on the CERC:Maine web site, 
cercmaine.org, in January. 
As you can see in the images included in this 
article, the online map allows the user to zoom 
in and out—all the way from 1 foot=1,000 
miles (in which the state of Maine looks like 
one big red blob because it is so thickly pop-
ulated with cultural institutions) to 1 foot=60 
feet (which can really help you easily locate the 

organization). By clicking on a site’s icon, the 
user can see the organization’s name, physical 
address, and mailing address.
For the past two years CERC:Maine has 
been working closely with Dwane Hubert, 
the Director of the Mitigation, Preparedness, 
and Recovery Division of MEMA, making 
sure that the State’s cultural resources are 
addressed in the State of Maine Interagency 
Emergency Operations and Disaster Recovery 
Plans. Creating this map of cultural institutions 
will be the capstone to these efforts, and will 
place the State of Maine as a leader among the 
states in the protection of cultural resources. 

If you are interested in making sure that your 
organization is properly represented, take a 
look at the MCIOP database at www.mainemu 
seums.org/MCIOP. Does your organization 
have only a P.O. Box listed? Is the informa-
tion inaccurate? Are you missing? If so, let 
CERC:Maine know at cerc.maine@gmail.com 
or 207-287-6696 and we’ll take care of it!  •

Ellen Dyer is the Coordinator of Maine’s 
Cultural Emergency Resource Coalition: 
CERC (Maine) and the Treasurer of Maine 
Archives and Museums.  

Mapping Maine’s Cultural Institutions, continued from page 1
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After years of fund-raising, transcribing, 
scanning, and study, the journal and scrap-

books kept by John Martin (1823–1904), an 
accountant and shopkeeper, are now avail-
able on Maine Memory Network (johnmar-
tin.mainememory.net). The volumes, jointly 
owned by the Maine State Museum and Maine 
Historical Society, comprise over 1,000 pages 
of densely packed observations and detailed 
illustrations of all aspects of John Martin’s 
life and the times that surrounded him—the 
streets where he lived, lists of fellow students 
in schools he attended, the gardens that he 
planted; his work and political views, fashions 
of the times, and his own and his family’s 
daily lives. In addition to the journal and three 
scrapbooks, the transcribed and scanned mate-
rial also includes the record book of Bangor’s 
Dancing Fraternity (circa 1868), an organiza-
tion for which Martin served as secretary and 
devoted member. 

Born in Ellsworth, John Martin moved sev-
eral times with his mother and stepfather to 
locations in Brewer and Hampden, and finally 
to Bangor. When he was twelve, Martin was 
apprenticed to Dr. Increase Sanger to learn 
the apothecary business, but he spent most of 
his time working at another Sanger enterprise, 
the Hamphen House, an inn and bar. After 
several other jobs, including butchering and 
selling meat with his stepfather, Martin learned 
bookkeeping from Rufus Prince, a soap maker 
and merchant, and worked for Prince for about 
ten years. He also worked for a ship chandlery 
for about seven years, by which time he wrote 
that he was “no doubt…the best bookkeeper in 
Bangor.” 

John Martin also had his own business in 
Bangor, which he opened around the time of 
the Civil War. He meticulously illustrated that 
store’s interior appearance and stock, described 

how he tried to keep people from taking prod-
ucts without paying, and lamented how three 
robberies, among other financial problems, led 
to the end of the business. Following his failed 
business in Bangor and other jobs at Wood 
Bishop & Company and National Insurance 
Company, Martin apparently took his “expert 
accountant” skills on the road and worked at 
Katahdin Iron Works (near Brownville) and 
F. Shaw Brothers Tannery in Grand Lake 
Stream. His admirable commitment to precise-
ly describing and illustrating these industrial 
operations was manifested, for Katahdin Iron 
Works, in a scrapbook with wonderful water-
color drawings showing the nearby Silver Lake 
Hotel, where Martin resided and conducted 
dancing classes, as well as the iron works oper-
ation itself. A volume containing similar nar-
rative descriptions of Martin’s experiences at 
F. Shaw Brothers Tannery has not been found, 
but a spectacular large watercolor drawing 
detailing every aspect of the tanning process 
has survived and is currently in the collection 
of New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Martin, not surprisingly, also described and 
illustrated aspects of the lives and experiences 
of his wife, Clara Cary, and their six children: 
Ada, Annie, John Jr., Elmer, Frank, and Mabel. 
Only two of these children outlived their par-
ents. Particularly poignant are Martin’s details 
of Annie and Mabel’s deaths and funerals, 
including illustrations of their coffins.

Martin’s discussions of Bangor during and 
after the Civil War provide a rare perspective 
on that time. Martin himself was disabled and 
did not serve in the war, but he avidly followed 
the comings and goings of regiments and 
commented on the war’s impact locally. His 
descriptions and newspaper clippings about 
the celebrations in Bangor of the war’s end 
captured the excitement of a Union victory as 

well as the return of the troops. Martin also 
reflected the heartbreak of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s assassination that soon followed; 
his illustration was a gun, accompanied by the 
words, “What we have come to.” 

The value and depth of Martin’s combined 
observations and illustrations are unparalleled 
as historical resources documenting and ani-
mating nineteenth-century Maine. Martin was 
not exaggerating when he described his work 
as “detailed” and “particular.” He drew illus-
trations of, and explained and opined about 
architecture, gardening, farming, transporta-
tion, education, politics, dance, music, fashion, 
religion, the Civil War era, the Irish in Bangor, 
family life, medicine, illness, and the inner 
workings of various businesses.

Throughout his journal and scrapbooks, his 
curiosity about the world, his desire to perfect 
everything he attempted, and his concern with 
being a proper member of “society” stand out. 
His interest in fashion was, in part, an effort to 
have the most up-to-date clothing and therefore 
attain a certain status. Without self-conscious-
ness, he described his many superior achieve-
ments and suggested that, while he was not 
wealthy and had met with numerous setbacks 
and disappointments, he clearly belonged 
among the better members of his community. 

John Martin has been largely absent from 
nineteenth-century historical sources about the 
Bangor area and surrounding communities. 
His own writings and illustrations, now avail-
able to everyone in ways that he could never 
have imagined, will at last serve to correct that 
omission.

Candace Kanes is an independent museum 
professional and the former Curator of Maine 
Memory Network. Sheila McDonald is the 
Deputy Director of the Maine State Museum.  •

“Representing 
Every Particular” 

John Martin Journals and 
scrapbooks now on-line

by Candace Kanes and Sheila McDonald

TOP: John Martin’s drawing of the first electric railroad car run in 
Bangor, 1889. Photo courtesy of Maine State Museum and Maine 
Historical Society. BOTTOM: Many of John Martin’s drawings 
and illustrations included a numbered legend in which he de-
scribed particular details. In this drawing of a ferry gundalow on 
the Penobscot River, he labeled the row locks and features of the 
operation that allowed the horse and carriage to be secured. Pho-
to courtesy of Maine State Museum and Maine Historical Society.

For the remarkable story behind the acquisition of the John Martin materials, see Joseph R. Phillips, 
“Unprecedented Cooperation Preserves Historic Treasure,” Maine Archives and Museums Newsletter, April 1997.
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ed in his household inventory as “1 Sute wrought brown Holland 
Curtains,” with the same value as a 10-acre plot of land. Their 
survival as a set is extraordinary, as most embroidered bed hangings 
were separated and given to family members as mementos, or were 
altered over time. 

“The Bulman bed hangings are a national treasure,” says Jane 
Nylander, president emerita of Historic New England and advisor 
to the project, “and it is wonderful that Old York has secured initial 
funds to support needed conservation work and ensure their long-
term preservation.”

Old York is pleased to announce that it has received a major 
grant of $35,000 from the Coby Foundation of New York City 

to conserve its historic Bulman bed hangings for reinstallation in 
2016. Created by Mary Swett Bulman (1715–1791) of York, Maine, 
in the 1730s, the textiles are considered to be the most complete set 
of colonial American crewel-embroidered bed hangings, consisting 
of four curtains, a head cloth, tester cloth, three outer valances, and 
three inner valances. The designs feature embroidered flowers, fruit 
trees, and animals, complemented by a lyrical poem by Isaac Watts, 
“Meditation in a Grove” (published in Horae Lyricae, 1706). 

The embroideries came to the Old Gaol Museum (now Old York) in 
1908 through relatives of the Swett family, and they have been on 
almost continuous display ever since. “It is time to conserve these 
important textiles, and reinterpret them for this generation and many 
more to come,” said Old York executive director, Joel Lefever. The 
grant will allow Old York to have the textiles cleaned and stabilized 
as part of a larger project to create a new and more comprehensive 
installation for them in the museum’s gallery.

The conservation of the textiles will be carried out over the next 
year, and the bed hangings will be placed back on public view by the 
end of 2016. With the guidance of an advisory panel of renowned 
curators and textile experts, Old York intends to comprehensively 
study and document the embroideries. “This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity to bring together curators, scholars, conservators, craftspeo-
ple, and students, to learn more about these textiles and to create 
a more complete and dynamic public exhibition. We are grateful 
to the Coby Foundation for 
its generous support to 
preserve these import-
ant bed hangings, and 
for sharing our vision to 
ensure a quality installa-
tion,” said Lefever.

Mary Swett was born in Hampton Falls, New Hampshire, and came 
to York, Maine, with her family when she was three years old. In 
1730, at age fifteen, she married Alexander Bulman (1701–1745), 
a physician from Boston, at which time she likely began the 
embroideries, perhaps with the assistance of her younger sisters. 
Stylistically, the motifs used in the bed hangings are similar to 
crewelwork designs found in Boston embroideries, indicating that 
the patterns may have originated there. A set this extensive and 
artistically worked would have taken years to complete. Textiles in 
the eighteenth century had great value, and after Alexander Bulman 
died at Louisbourg, Nova Scotia, in 1745, the hangings were list-

$35,000 Coby Foundation Grant 
Will Conserve Colonial Crewel Embroideries 

at Museums Of Old York
by Janet Blyberg

Bulman bed 
hangings 

and Bulman 
bed hanging 

valance.

The Museums of Old York is southern Maine’s largest collection of 
historic properties, buildings, and objects, and offers exhibits and 
programs throughout the year. For more information please visit 
www.oldyork.org/. The Coby Foundation, Ltd., located in New York 
City, funds projects in the textile and needle arts field. Its funding 
is limited to non-profit organizations in the Mid-Atlantic and New 
England. For more information, please visit cobyfoundation.org.

Janet Blyberg is Assistant Curator, Exhibition Research and 
Publishing, at the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, Massachusetts, 
and a consulting curator for the Museums of Old York.  •
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In the frozen tundra of Alaska, there was a 
man named Leonard Seppala. Norwegian-
born, Seppala moved to Nome, Alaska 

during the 1900 gold rush and was employed 
by Jafet Lindeberg, who was known as one of 
the three famous “Lucky Swedes” who dis-
covered gold on Anvil Creek in 1898. Leonard 
Seppala was in charge of driving dogs, which 
were imported from Siberia, between camps, 
moving supplies and miners who needed med-
ical attention in Nome. The dogs were a 
team of Huskies that were meant to go on a 
polar expedition headed by Roald Amundsen. 
However, the expedition was cancelled and the 
dogs were given to Seppala, who bred them.

In 1913, the famous Togo was born from Dolly 
and Suggen, who was the leader for Seppala’s 
team. He was the only pup in the litter and 
was named after the Japanese admiral Togo 
Heihachiro (1848–1934). He was well known 

as a rascal during his younger years. Born and raised in Leonard 
Seppala’s kennels in Little Creek, Togo was originally intended to be 
Victor Anderson’s dog, but after 6 months he was given to Seppala as 
his own because of his poor conduct. No matter where Togo was, he 
would run back to where Seppala was. 

During Togo’s puppy years, he developed a habit of running loose next 
to the dogsled, next to the other dogs. He would never sit still on the 
sled for a break as most dogs would; he wanted to run, which made him 
a great leader for Seppala’s dog team. Leonard Seppala and Togo won 
Nome’s All Alaska Sweepstakes in 1915, 1916, and 1917. In the 1916 
race, they traveled a total of 410 miles in 80 hours, 38 minutes and 5 
seconds. They continued on to hold a record time between Nenana and 
Nulato, along with many other local races during the years. Seppala and 

Togo were well-known celebrities. 

It was years later, when Togo was 12, when 
both Leonard Seppala and Togo were off on 
another race, but this time it was for a whole 
new reason. An outbreak of diphtheria had 
grown to dangerous levels and without an 
antitoxin, thousands would be exposed and 
potentially perish. Seppala and Togo were 
called to assist in the delivery of the antitoxin 
to Nome, Alaska. He and nineteen others, with 
their teams, set out on a relay across 675 miles 
of frozen wilderness right in the middle of 
winter. Seppala’s assistant also was included 
in this, and he chose a three-year-old freight 
dog, who was a heavier black husky, named 
Balto, to lead his team—sound familiar?

Togo and Seppala ran a total of 260 miles, due 
to a communication error (Seppala thought 
that only he and another musher were the only 
ones), while the other mushers did between 25 

to 40 miles each, and got the serum safely to Nome.

Togo spent his retirement in Poland Spring, Maine. Leonard Seppala 
gave him to Elizabeth M. Ricker, who was his kennel partner in Maine. 
Seppala continued to visit his dear friend and has spoken about how 
difficult it was to say goodbye after having him by his side for 12 years. 
There are pictures of Togo and Elizabeth around the Poland Spring 
grounds. She even wrote a short story called Togo’s Fireside Reflections. 
Togo lived happily here until the 
old age of 16, when he passed 
away. In 2011, Time magazine 
rated Togo the number-one most 
heroic animal of all time.

The Poland Spring Preservat-
ion Society is working on a new 
exhibition about Togo for May 
2016! Please visit then and keep 
an eye on our website for more 
information. In the meantime, 
please visit litsite.org for more 
pictures and wonderful infor-
mation about Leonard Seppala, 
Togo, and Balto in their digital 
archives.  •

Katharine MacGregor is the 
Administrative Assistant at the 
Poland Spring Preservation 
Society.

Togo the Sled Dog Hero 
at Poland Spring Preservation Society

by Katharine MacGregor

Leonard Seppala with Togo 
and Elizabeth M. Ricker.

Togo enjoying teaching Elizabeth M. Ricker’s team 
how it’s done in Poland Spring, Maine.

Togo
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NEMA is in Maine November 4-6
The 97th annual New England Museum Association 
conference will take place in Portland on November 
4–6! “The Language of Museums” will be a three-
day adventure of learning, growing, and professional 
friendships. Sharpen your skills with practical ideas 
and useful how-to tips from top museum experts. Meet 
key colleagues and expand your professional network. 
Share your opinion in lively discussions with museums 
big and small. Whether you’re new to the ranks or a 
seasoned veteran, the NEMA conference is the place 
to build your museum career. So get ready for the 
best conference ever! And MAM will be there: look 
for conference sessions presented by MAM director 
Erin Bishop, board member Sheri Leahan, and former 
President Jessica Skwire Routhier, along with several 
other MAM members. It’s not too late to register: walk-
ins are welcome! For more info, visit www.nemanet.
org/conference-events/conference. 

Volunteer for Maine National History Day
The 2015-2016 National History Day season is here! 
This past March, roughly 300 Maine students from 36 
schools participated in the state competition. In June, 
our largest delegation then traveled to the national 
contest held at the University of Maryland. Competing 
against students from all fifty states and internation-
ally, Madison Albert of Greely Middle School in 
Cumberland Center was awarded the Women’s History 
Award. The 2016 state competition will take place 
on Saturday, April 9, 2016, in Orono at the University 
of Maine. Visit the website (http://umaine.edu/his-
tory/national-history-day/) or contact John Taylor at 
john.m.taylor@maine.edu to learn more about the 
program or to volunteer as a judge. Registration opens 
on November 19, 2015.

Attention All Young Musicians
The Bagaduce Music Lending Library’s 20th Annual 
Young Composers’ Competition is now open. All 
students high school age and younger living in Maine 
are eligible to submit an original musical composition 
for prize money. Three expert judges will evaluate the 
entries and choose winners in two age categories: age 
13 and younger and age 14 and older. Three students 
in each age category will be awarded prize money: 
First Place=$200, Second Place=$125, and Third 
Place=$75. The Young Composers’ Competition will 
close with a Festival in Blue Hill, Maine, where the 
contestants will have a private session with each of 
the judges and have an opportunity to perform their 
composition for a live audience. Winners will be 
announced at the Festival on April 16, 2016. The 
deadline for submitting an original composition to the 
Music Library is February 5, 2016. Details about the 
competition, guidelines, and entry forms are available 
on the Bagaduce Music Lending Library’s website, 
www.bagaducemusic.org. Click on the “Events” link 
for details about the 2016 competition. 

In Search of Suffragist Materials
A group of historians, curators, and other interested 
people is gathering ideas, information, documentary 

materials, and historical objects and documents in 
hopes of organizing an exhibition on the women’s 
suffrage movement in Maine. The exhibition is envi-
sioned to open in 2019 at the Maine State Museum. 
If anyone knows of specific historical objects or 
artifact collections of any type (banners, clothing, 
pins, artwork, commemorative dishes, signs, etc.) that 
are associated with women’s suffrage in Maine, or 
specific people active in the suffrage movement here, 
they would be grateful to share your knowledge and 
information. They are also interested in photographs, 
scrapbooks, documents, and other historical materials 
that might provide research information or be suitable 
for exhibition. Please contact Sheila McDonald at the 
Maine State Museum Sheila.McDonald@Maine.gov 
(phone 207-287-6603) with any information, leads, or 
ideas that you might have. 

Professional Development Webinars
Webinars are a great way to hone your skills and stay 
informed without the time and expense of traveling to 
a conference or workshop. The American Alliance of 
Museums and Connecting to Collections, an arm of the 
Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation 
of Historic and Artistic Works, are offering several 
great opportunities in the final months of 2015. 

“Working with College Students 
as Museum Volunteers, Docents and Interns”

Wednesday, November 4, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Hosted by the American Alliance of Museums

For more information or to register,* visit www.aam-
us.org/resources/online-programs. 

*Note that you MUST be a member of AAM to attend—
and also note that small or cash-strapped institutions 
can join AAM for FREE! For membership info, visit 
www.aam-us.org/membership. 

“The Deaccessioning Dilemma: 
Laws, Ethics, and Actions”

November 19, 2 - 3:30 
Hosted by Connecting to Collections

For more information or to register, visit www.con 
nectingtocollections.org/calendar.

OPPORTUNITIES
“Seasonal Affective Disorder: Caring for Collections 

During Seasonal Special Events”
December 3, 2-3:00 

Hosted by Connecting to Collections
For more information or to register, visit www.con 
nectingtocollections.org/calendar.

Free Educational Outreach about 
Human Rights in Maine and Beyond

The Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine 
provides free educational programming focused on 
issues relating to human rights and the Holocaust 
for Maine school children in grades 4 – 12, college 
students, lifelong learners, and community groups. 
Workshops can be held at the Michael Klahr Center, 
located on the University of Maine at Augusta campus, 
or brought to your school or community. For more 
information, visit hhrcmaine.org, call 206-621-3530 or 
email infohhrc@maine.edu. Programs include:

• “Decision Making in Times of Injustice.” This 
workshop makes students aware of the enormity of 
the crimes committed during the Nazi Holocaust 
and helps them grasp the fact that thousands of 
ordinary people participated in perpetrating these 
crimes, while thousands more stood by and wit-
nessed the suffering and deaths of millions.

• “The Message Matters: Propaganda Then and Now.” 
Using historical images from Nazi Germany and 
modern advertising, this workshop reminds us that 
stereotypes are reinforced every day and encourages 
us all to consider and discuss our relationship with 
the stereotypes we see. 

• “Created Equal, America’s Civil Rights Struggle.” 
Featuring clips from PBS’s four part-series Created 
Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle, this work-
shop connects the stories of the long civil rights 
movement and addresses issues of race and rights 
today.

Grant Opportunities at IMLS
Notices of Funding Opportunities for all five Institute 
of Museum and Library Services grant programs for 
museums are now posted online. Please visit www.
imls.gov/grants/available for more information and 
application materials for the following opportunities:

• Museums for America
• National Leadership Grants for Museums
• Museum Grants for African American History and 

Culture
• Native American/Native Hawaiian Museum 

Services Program
• Sparks! Ignition Grants for Museums

The deadline for applications to 
all IMLS museum grant programs is  

December 1, 2015.
A pre-recorded webinar detailing important 
information about museum funding opportunities is 
accessible online.  •

Maud Wood Park, a national leader in the women’s 
suffrage movement (and later resident of Cape Elizabeth), 
speaks from an open car in Congress Square, Portland, in 
1914. Photo courtesy of Maine State Museums.
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SEEN & HEARD
LEFT: Will Chapman at his desk at 
the O’Neil Robinson House, one of 
the museums of the Bethel Historical 
Society. See Dispatches, p. 6.

RIGHT: Presque Isle Historical 
Society debuted its “Rural One-
Room Schoolhouses of Presque 

Isle” exhibit as funded by a grant 
from Historic New England at the 

annual Historical Pavilion at the 
Northern Maine Fair.

BELOW: Conservator Ron Harvey has to 
go up on staging to work on a twelve-foot 
marlin caught by Ernest Hemingway, now 
in the collection of Hinckley’s L.C. Bates 
Museum. With support from a 2014 grant 
from the Institute for Museum and Library 
Services, the museum is conserving the 
marlin along with many historic bird 
specimens.

ABOVE: Mason Steve Lemieux removes historic 
terrazzo tiles from the front entrance of the L.C. 
Bates Museum in Hinckley. The tiles will be reset 
as part of a larger effort to preserve the museum’s 
historic front entrance.. ABOVE: Interns at the L.C. Bates Museum in 

Hinckley place accession numbers on an educational 
program collection of animal skulls. The museum 
hosted a Youth Docents Training program for ten 
community students and is working to provide more 
internship opportunities for the museum for children 
ages 11 to 18. The training covers leading tours, 
numbering and cleaning collections and developing 
programs and materials for young children and 
families that visit the museum.BELOW: Cyrus Morgan 

works the two-man saw at 
Willowbrook’s Ash Sunday 
event. See Dispatches, p. 6.

ABOVE: The Margaret Chase Smith Library is hosting the 
Maine Humanities Council’s Gilded Age “Let’s Talk About 
It” book discussion series in cooperation with the Skowhegan 
Free Public Library. Participants were treated to a mini-
banquet on September 14 in conjunction with discussion of 
the first book, The Age of Innocence. The series will run once 
a month into January.

ABOVE: Sidney Historical Society had a 
table at the Genealogy Fair at the Maine 
State Library on July 11.

LEFT: The Margaret Chase Smith Library hosted a 
book talk and signing in July with author Nichola 
Gutgold and illustrator Jane Ramsey. The pair 
collaborated on the book Madam President: 
Five Women Who Paved the Way, which looks at 
Margaret Chase Smith and four other females who 
have run for president of the United States.
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ested public. The support and participation of 
our members enable MAM to provide ever-
expanding services to Maine’s community of 
collecting institutions. By working together, 
we strengthen our collective resources and 
realize our shared mission.

Membership Categories and Dues
All members receive:
• Quarterly newsletter sent by mail
• Reduced rate for MAM conferences & 

workshops
• Member rate for ads in MAM’s 

newsletter
• Discounts at Gaylord, Brodart, and 

University Products (e-mail MAM for 
information)

• Free event and job listings in MAM’s 
newsletter and on MAM’s website

• Regular e-mail updates from MAM

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Annual budget $15,000 or less .................$25
Annual budget $15,001 – $50,000 ...........$40
Annual budget $50,001 – $100,000 .........$50
Annual budget $100,001 – $500,000 .......$75
Annual budget over $500,000 ................$150
Additional benefits for Institutional members: 

Be a part of 
Maine Archives & Museums!

Maine Archives & Museums (MAM) is 
the only professional association represent-
ing museums, archives, historical societies, 
and other collecting institutions in the state of 
Maine. Our purpose is to develop and foster a 
network of citizens and institutions in Maine 
who identify, collect, interpret, and/or provide 
access to materials relating to history, living 
collections, and culture.
Our vital services to Maine’s cultural com-
munity include:
• Quarterly newsletter, in print and on-line
• Annual Conference
• Annual professional development 

workshops through the state
• Listings on our website
• Valuable member discounts on archival 

products at a variety of vendors
• Research and advocacy
Our members are Maine’s collecting institu-
tions (museums, libraries, historical societies, 
archives) as well as students, volunteers, paid 
and unpaid professionals, other cultural orga-
nizations, affiliated businesses, and the inter-

• Member rate for all staff and volunteers to 
attend MAM conferences and workshops

• One free listing on “Find a Museum/Archive” 
feature on MAM’s website

• E-mail updates from MAM delivered directly 
to up to four institutional e-mail addresses

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Consultant (single-member firm) .............$25
Partnership (two-member firm) ................$40
Corporate (multiple employees) ...............$75

Additional benefits for Business members: 
• Member rate for all staff to attend MAM 

conferences and workshops
• One highlighted listing on “Service Provider” 

feature on MAM’s website
• E-mail updates from MAM delivered direct-

ly to up to four company e-mail addresses

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Basic/Student* ..........................................$25
Patron ........................................................$75
Benefactor ...............................................$150

Additional benefits for Individual members: 
• Member rate to attend MAM conferenc-

es and workshops (one reduced rate with 
Basic membership, unlimited for Patron and 
Benefactor)

Membership rates shown here are good through December 31, 2015. Please see p. 3 for more information.
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The Holocaust and Human Rights Center 
(HHRC) of Maine is proud to present 
Transgender Maine, an exhibit focusing on 
Maine people who identify as transgender, 
those who support and advocate for them, 
and the efforts in Maine to get equal rights 
and recognition for the needs and health 
of transgender people. The exhibit will 
run through December 18 at the Michael Klahr 
Center on the campus of the University of 
Maine at Augusta. 
Transgender Maine features stories of trans-
gender individuals, as well as some of the his-
tory of the issues relating to gender in Maine. 
HHRC Program Director David Greenham has 
led the process of research and partnered with 
more than 50 groups and individuals. Through 
photos, film, audio recordings, documents, 
and artifacts, the HHRC has created an educa-

tional and informative exhibit. Comprised of 
testimony, historical documents, and personal 
possessions of some transgender Mainers, the 
exhibit stands to educate visitors about the 
struggles and successes of our friends and 
neighbors. Resource materials are also avail-
able within the exhibit to find out more about 
the many individuals and organizations that 
HHRC teamed up with to present Transgender 
Maine. 
With nearly 60 people in attendance, the 
Transgender Maine opening event went won-
derfully. It was a fantastic reception that 
included transgender allies of all walks of life 
and some proud members of the trans commu-
nity in our state. Speakers included long-time 
transgender activist H. Davida Ammerman, 
Dr. Anne Hallward of Safe Space Radio, and 
Bridget McAlonan, the biggest supporter of 
her transgender son, Leo.  

Transgender Maine at the Holocaust and Human Rights Center
by David Greenham

Public programs and events offered in 
conjunction with Transgender Maine include 
HHRC’s third annual Pride Film Festival, with 
screenings through October 29. The festival is 
free to attend and all films will be shown at 7 
p.m. at the Klahr Center. For a full list of films, 
visit hhrcmaine.org. The HHRC will host an 
event commemorating the annual Transgender 
Day of Remembrance on Friday, November 
20 at the Klahr Center. The event will begin 
at noon with a free “lunch ‘n learn,” followed 
by a ceremony and reading of the names of 
those Transgender individuals who have been 
killed in the U.S. during 2015. To date, the list 
totals more than 20 individuals.  
Transgender Maine is made possible with 
support and contributions from the UMA 
Diversity Committee, Maine Transnet, Equality 
Maine, The Maine Transgender Lobby, Safe 
Space Radio, The Trans Youth Equality 
Foundation, The Maine State Archives, The 
Whitefield Historical Society, The Maine State 
Museum, The Sampson Archives at USM, 
The Maine Women’s Lobby, USM Center for 
Sexualities and Gender Diversity, The Maine 
People’s Alliance, the Schlesinger Library 
at Harvard, The Transgender Archives at the 
University of Victoria, B.C., Canada, SAGE 
Maine, Maine People’s Alliance, GLSEN; and 
many individuals throughout Maine. For more 
information, or to schedule a visit, call the 
HHRC at 207-621-3530 or visit hhrcmaine.
org.  •
 
David Greenham is the Program Director at the 
Maine Holocaust and Human Rights Center.

Statistics surrounding the Transgender commu-
nity are scattered throughout the exhibit.

Dr. Anne Hallward 
of Safe Space Radio 
shares her story of 
opening the paths 
of communication 
to Transgender 
youth at the exhibit 
opening.


