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Most of you know by now that
our beloved Billie Gammon, editor extraordinaire of the MAM
Newsletter for more than a decade, passed away on January 11
at the age of 92. We will all miss
her calls and notes encouraging
us to contribute to the newsletter
and scolding us when we didn’t
get our assignments done on
time, and we will be hard-pressed
to find a replacement with Billie’s
passion and commitment to our
newsletter and to life.
As it happened, the Board had a
meeting scheduled the day after Billie’s passing, and we discussed the best way to acknowledge and pay tribute to Billie on
behalf of our members. Many of
us have wonderful and extraordinary memories of encounters
and exchanges with Billie, and
we thought that there were probably others with those same kinds
of memories who might want to
share them as a gift in Billie’s honor. We circulated an invitation for
stories, anecdotes, and reflections
about Billie from her friends and
colleagues, and we are pleased to
feature the responses in this issue
of the newsletter.
Billie touched countless lives and
made her mark in many places.
Those of us in the museum community remember her best as a
tireless and dauntless advocate, a
true and constant friend.
Read and enjoy.
The Board of Directors
Maine Archives & Museums

Billie
Gammon, Maine Archives & Newsletter editor, 1997~2008
____________________________________________________

A Harvester Before the Storm

B

illie Gammon was enjoying a bowl of fresh
strawberries with cream when I phoned her
in July, 1996. It was our first meeting. She
regaled me with stories about all of her projects,
including the renewed MAM Newsletter, which she
was editing, and invited me right away to write the
first of many articles for MAM on both Maine's Underground Railroad and black history. When I met
her in person, the first thing she said was would I
present a paper for the Washburn Seminar. I could
see that Billie moved like a harvester before the
storm.
Billie was also a sower. She mentored many of us
and made good connections, like “planting carrots
with tomatoes,” and she watered our growth with
poetic recitations and everyday wisdom from her
experiences. A few follow. She learned from her
lifelong reliance on others for car rides that there
was a certain age at which people should stop driving. Older people would do well to eat a lot of
sweet potatoes and spinach, she said, and advised
me, when I was 65 and she was nearly 90, to “start
now.” She cautioned that if one was a founder of a
non-profit, to consider the wisdom of being guaranteed a lifetime membership on its board.

Billie’s letters to me inevitably started with, “It’s almost midnight but...” Disappointed that the Harvest
Festival at Norlands had been abandoned one year she wrote:
We always threshed oats, sawed wood, using the horse treadmill for power. We made ciders and mincemeat, dried applies, made jelly and all the other good harvest time things as well as serving “harvest”
meals. And people loved both watching and participating in the activities.
The Celebration of Ethel “Billie” Gammon’s life at her North Livermore Baptist Church on January 15th of
this year was packed, upstairs and down. Some of us there were from away, but most came from her community, which is the greatest honor. We were mindful of how one of her beloved granddaughters, Darcy
Wakefield, had died young, tragically, and “out of season.” Darcy authored two books: one about her ALS
disease, while living it, and one about Billie.
—continued on page 10
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2009 MAM LONG RANGE
PLANNING PROCESS
At its November 2008 meeting, the
MAM Board formally recognized the need for
a long range planning document to replace the
previous document, dated 2002. Board members Pat Burdick, Amelia Chamberlain and
George Squibb agreed to convene and lead this
planning process. In December, non-Board
individuals who could provide a broad range
of perspectives and professional experiences,
and represent various geographical areas and
institutional types, were contacted via email
or telephone. The final Planning Committee
roster was as follows:
Board members of the Committee:
Pat Burdick (Waterville)
Colby College Special Collections,
Skowhegan History House,
archival consultant
Amelia Chamberlain (Newfield)
19th Century Willowbrook Village
George Squibb (Belfast)
Belfast Historical Society and Museum,
Waldo County Heritage Alliance
Non-Board members of the Committee:
Steve Bromage (Portland)
Maine Historical Society

Cynthia Burmeister (Paris)
Paris Hill Historical Society
Katherine Cassidy (Machias)
Machias Historical Society
Liz Fitzsimmons (Belfast)
Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History
(former affiliation), NEMA,
Belfast Historical Society and Museum,
museum consultant
Marty Harmon (Ellsworth)
The Beatrix Farrand Society (Mt. Desert),
archival consultant
Kevin McCartney (Presque Isle)
Northern Maine Museum of Science (UMPI),
Aroostook County regional representative
Betsy Paradis (Old Town)
Belfast Free Library Special Collections,
Old Town Historical Society
Deb Staber (Hinckley)
L C Bates Museum,
Central Kennebec Valley Heritage Council
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All planning meetings were held at Miller
Library, Colby College, Waterville, with conference calling as an option. Penny Squibb of
Belfast took the minutes for all meetings.
The Committee met first on 15 January 2009
to assess MAM’s current situation and to
develop a list of issues for review at a forthcoming MAM board retreat. The discussion
ranged from general observations (MAM’s
successes and failures) to specific initiatives
(e.g., newsletter, outreach, and regional reps).
With the minutes of the 15 January meeting
in hand, the MAM Board held a retreat on
9 March, facilitated by Niles Parker of the
Penobscot Marine Museum. Issues relating
to key MAM activities were identified for the
Planning Committee to review and comment
on in its second and last scheduled meeting.
The last meeting of the Planning Committee on
24 March involved a review of the Board retreat
minutes and development of a list of directives
and recommendations that became the nucleus
for the final planning document. The planning document was compiled and edited by
the three Board members of the Committee,
passed to the Committee for review via email,
and then presented to the Board at its 11 May
regular meeting. The final draft, dated 14 May,
will act as the Board’s working document . It
specifies directives and recommendations for
the Board to implement. Immediate priorities
to resolve are: recommencement of the newsletter; design and implementation of a MAM
website; and clear definition of Board member
expectations and responsibilities. Other issues
to be addressed in the short-term development
of a viable regional rep system and development of effective outreach strategies to all of
MAM’s constituent groups (smaller as well as
larger institutions, Aroostook and Washington
as well as southern Maine counties).
Concluding remarks: Please consider taking part in the re-energized and re-focused
MAM! You may be called on to volunteer your
expertise and experience as we embark on
new initiatives. Please say yes. We need many
and varied voices if we are to succeed in our
goal to develop MAM as a statewide organization that truly represents cultural, archival
and museum organizations across the State
of Maine.
Pat Burdick,
Chair
2009 MAM Planning Committee
Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter
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Regional Reps Resurrected
ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
November 6, 2009
Maine Archives and Museums
will be holding
its annual conference and
annual meeting
on November 6, 2009,
at the
Penobscot Marine Museum
in Searsport.
The theme of the conference
will be “On a Shoestring”—
very appropriate for our times.



The recently completed Maine Archives and Museum’s long-range plan provides for the creation
of a broadly based outreach program that envisions regional conferences and workshops, solicitation of newsletter articles, membership development, and improved general liaison with Maine’s
museum and archival community. To successfully achieve such a program will require the reestablishment of a network of regional representatives—”reps”—acting on behalf of MAM. The
MAM by-laws make provision for a regional rep system, and in 2003 a regional rep policy and
program was established. However, the program has been less than successful, largely because it
was ineffectively managed and excessively demanding of the reps.
The new MAM regional representative policy and program, currently being developed, will recognize that whatever is asked of each rep must be commensurate with his or her available time,
resources, and capabilities. As it is the reps themselves who can best decide what they can reasonably achieve, the new regional rep policy will permit prospective reps to declare the size and
scope of the region they will serve, subject to MAM Board approval. The policy will also allow
reps to exercise some discretion with respect to which responsibilities he or she can reasonably
meet. To assure proper management of the regional rep system, its status and progress will be an
agenda item for review at all regularly scheduled MAM Board meetings.
Needless to say, the search is on for those willing to serve as reps. Keeping in mind that reps will
have significant opportunity to define their regions and responsibilities, please give consideration
to serving as a MAM regional representative. As a rep you will help us provide much-needed and
valuable services to the museum, history, and archival organizations in your area. If you have an
interest in becoming a rep, contact Edna Comstock at the MAM office (phone 441-1410 or email
mam@gwi.net). •
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Ethel “Billie” Gammon
July 31, 1916 ~ January 11, 2009

NORTH LIVERMORE—Billie Gammon, 92,
the founder of Washburn-Norlands Living History Center, died Sunday morning, Jan. 11, at
her home in North Livermore village.

She was born July 31, 1916, in Augusta, the
daughter of Howard G. and Mable Searle Wilson. Though named Ethel Searle Wilson, she
has been known throughout her life as “Billie.”
She grew up in North Augusta and Nictaux,
Nova Scotia.
Billie graduated from Augusta’s Cony High
School in 1932, at the age of 15, and two years
later from Washington State Normal School
(now the University of Maine at Machias). She
was an elementary teacher in Parkman, Livermore, and Augusta.
On June 21, 1938, Billie married Alfred Quimby Gammon of Livermore Falls. Together,
Billie and Alfred converted a North Livermore
carriage house into their home. In summer
months, they could be found sailing the coast
in their sailboat, Sweet Dream.

A member of the North Livermore Baptist
Church, she taught third grade Sunday school
for 23 years, served as senior BYF (Baptist
Youth Fellowship) advisor for 10 years, and
was one of two “den mothers” to the senior
adult group that she was instrumental in starting. She was a Girl Scout leader, and served on
the State Department of Educational Ministries
for American Baptist Churches for more than a
dozen years.

“No” Was Not an Option

Billie and I served together for several
years on the MAM board. Many times
when the board met in Augusta or nearby,
I would pick Billie up and drive her to the
board meetings. We had some far-ranging conversations that gave me insights
into her amazing “can do” attitude. She
told me in the car, and I heard her say it
publicly, that she never took “no” for an
answer—if a funder did say “no,” she
would contact them and see how the response could be a “yes.” That approach
contributed to Billie’s success in landing
more grants from the federal/state/private
cultural agencies than anyone else or any
one institution at one point in her career.
—Leonard L. Brooks
Director
Sabbathday Lake Shaker Museum
and Shaker Library

Vol. 12, No. 1

In addition, Billie helped start and operate the
North Livermore Reading Club Library. It was
in the summer of 1954 that she began her work
at the Norlands, opening the library to visitors
one afternoon a week. From that humble beginning, she had a dream, and the result was
the founding of the Washburn-Norlands Foundation in 1974.
On her 75th birthday, in 1991, she resigned as
executive director of the Washburn-Norlands
Living History Center. She was back in 1996
for a term as interim director. It was through
her efforts that the Washburn Humanities Center at the Norlands was developed with its
inauguration in 1992. In the fall of 2008, she
resigned after serving many years as the editor
of the Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter.
In 1974, she graduated from the University of
Maine, Farmington, and received her master’s
degree in Education in 1975 from the University of Maine, Portland-Gorham. In addition, she
received an honorary doctorate degree from
the University of Maine, Farmington.
She was honored with many prestigious
awards, including the Distinguished Achievement Award, UM, Farmington; Distinguished
Alumni Award, UMM; Jefferson Award in
1983; and the Constance H. Carlson Public
Humanities Prize.
She was inducted into the Maine Women’s Hall
of Fame and, in 1990, was a guest of Barbara
Bush in the Rose Garden of the White House
for the Points of Light.
She was also a recipient of the 1999 Deborah
Morton Award at a ceremony at the University
of New England.
She is survived by a daughter, Nancy Lee
Wakefield, and her husband, John, of Livermore; a son, Michael G. Gammon of Livermore; granddaughter, Betsy Wakefield, and her
husband, Kevin Rouleau, of South Portland;
grandson, Jonathan D. Wakefield, and his fiancée, Melissa Morneau, of Rangeley; grandson-in-law, Steven P. Stout, of Cape Elizabeth;
grandson, William M. Gammon, and his wife,
Tracy, of Livermore; four great-grandchildren,
Samuel Wakefield Stout of Cape Elizabeth,
Logan Xander Buker and Olivia Darcy Wakefield of Rangeley, and Tyler Cooper Gammon
of Livermore; her sister, Effie Nichols of Augusta; and many nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her husband, Alfred
Q. Gammon, on Feb. 1, 1985, and her granddaughter, Darcy Gammon Wakefield, on Dec.
10, 2005. •
Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter

A Last Letter
to the Editor
RESIST THOUGH I might, a force from the
great beyond has compelled me to eulogize
Ethel “Billie” Gammon. I am at a loss how to
gauge a life lived so largely. Is the truest measure a love of history that made her a giant
in the Maine museum world? She practically
made Washburn-Norlands Living History Center her own and nearly brought the extraordinary Washburn family to life.
Will her enduring legacy be the annual Norlands Humanities Seminar? It is surely the
most homespun and least haughty academic
conference anywhere. I know it eased my introduction to the intimidating intellectual aura
of the academy.
Or will the legacy be her long and devoted editorship of the MAM Newsletter nearly up until
her passing at the age of 92? I was fortunate
never to have been subject to any of her infamous cajoling or browbeating phone calls trying to coax a submission out of me. I did discover, however, her uncanny knack for turning
innocuous notes to her into laudatory letters to
the editor.
Will our ultimate yardstick be her oral history memoir, No Flies on Bill, authored by her
granddaughter, Darcy Wakefield? I had the
privilege of reviewing the book for Maine History. The one folksy phrase that has stuck in
my mind most firmly ever since was her wish
“to die all used up.” Can there be any doubt but
that she achieved that goal completely?
In the end, what I will most remember about
Billie is her love of family, especially for her
gifted and dearly beloved granddaughter,
whose own interest in history and talent for
writing ran out too soon on this earth. Certainly, Billie and Darcy have now been reunited
and have rekindled their conversations of mutual admiration, shared insights, and intergenerational wisdom. May their fidelity to family
and passion for the past continue to inspire all
who were touched by the remarkable life of
Ethel “Billie” Gammon.
—David Richards
Assistant Director
Margaret Chase Smith Library
Skowhegan, Maine


History Had
No Choice...

I found my way to the Norlands Living History Center in the early 1980s.
Having recently graduated from Brown
University with a bachelor’s degree
in American Studies, I was in Maine
searching for a job and, oh yeah, the
meaning to life, too. When I stumbled
onto an article about the “live-in” program at Norlands, I knew that was for
me. I drove up to Livermore, walked into
the main house, and met Billie Gammon.
It was my first introduction to a “force of
nature.” Life was never the same for me
after that meeting. Billie introduced me
to the world of “hands-on” history and
bringing social history “to life.” History
had no choice around Billie. She was the
most alive person I have ever known—so
filled with energy, passion, determination, and magic. You could see the magic
in her blue eyes. Once she laid those eyes
on you, forget trying to get away. You
were hers, and Norlands’, too. I loved my
years at Norlands where I worked closely
with Billie and the wonderful, dedicated
staff she brought together to preserve and
celebrate the Washburn family’s stunningly beautiful farm and home. I will
always remember meeting with Billie on
the front porch of the Washburn mansion.
We would sit in the big rocking chairs
and look out at the view of the White
Mountains.
I adored Billie Gammon. She was my
mentor, my teacher, and my friend. I
am so grateful to Billie for pushing me
towards excellence. Mediocre, boring,
“can’t be done”—these were unknown
concepts to Billie. I send my love to both
of Billie’s families—the beautiful family
she raised with Alfred, and the Norlands
family she raised on the windswept hill.
—Marcie Cohen Ferris
Assistant Professor
Department of American Studies
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill
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What a
Great Conversation
We Had!

only grew to know Billie in the last four
years of her long life. Her name came from
two sources: the former owner of “Pittston
Farm,” and also a second cousin of mine who
was a long-time friend and neighbor of Billie’s
in Livermore Falls.

When my husband and I decided to purchase
“Pittston Farm” and change the name to “Historic Pittston Farm,” I truly began to think of the
history associated with this unique facility, and
I did not have a clue where to go for any kind
of expertise regarding “historic preservation,”
other than the Historic Preservation Commission in Augusta. When the former owner [of the
farm] mentioned Billie’s name to me and gave
me her number, I called her and what a great
conversation we had! During that call, I learned
about her association with my second cousin
who lived in North Livermore, Valarie MacDowell. I asked Billie if she would be willing
to come to the farm with me and review and access what we had for a museum, and gave her
my thoughts and vision for the future of Historic Pittston Farm. She was so gracious and
excited I had asked, and had always wanted to
go she said, but because of her busy schedule
she never had. So on a day in June, Valarie and
Billie drove to my home and rode with me to
the farm. What a wonderful individual she was.
I don’t believe I had ever met anyone so old in
years but so young in “living life to the fullest.” She was excited about the entire project.
I fed questions to her constantly all day, and
she kept coming back with answers about all of
our seven historic buildings here that are on the
register. We talked for eight hours or so during
the trip up and back and while we were there.
Valarie could hardly get a word in!
By the end of the day I had finally given Billie
my vision for a 501[c][3] nonprofit organization, along with our separate business, Historic
Pittston Farm, and asked her if I was totally
off-base with this idea. Should I just scratch it
or not? She was very supportive and thought
because of the logging history here, and the
Native American history dating back about
4000 years, the story definitely had to be told,
preserved, and promoted to the public.

Just before Billie died—about one week before, as a matter of fact—I began to make our
vision of developing a 501[c][3] come true.
Finally, we had enough people, selected from
various backgrounds, to have our first Charter
Members for our Board of Directors meeting
for “Friends of Pittston Farm.” I made the announcement to Valarie in Livermore via email
and asked that she tell Billie we were going
forward with a new beginning, with the dates
for the formulation of this being March 1 and
2, 2009. Valarie told Billie this, and she was
very pleased.
Though I never knew her well, in a very brief
time I felt I had had the privilege of meeting
someone very special, who loved and lived her
life with excitement every day, knowing and
looking forward to her next chapter of life everlasting!
I admired her and feel more blessed for having
known her. I am grateful that she took the time
to explain to me how important it is to educate
our younger generations about the rich history
our state has to offer. Billie truly was—and will
be for generations—an inspiration!

—Jenny Mills
Historic Pittston Farm

Harriet Price
and Billie at a
Christmas Open
House held in
the Algernon
Sidney Washburn
house in
Hallowell, 1999.

After her visit, Billie encouraged me to write
an article for her newsletter. After it appeared,
we received some nice feedback from people
around the state. I was very pleased when she
presented me with a copy of her signed book.
Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter
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Thoughts on Billie Gammon

’m going to miss Billie. Sunday marked the end of what
was, by any measure, a remarkable life. But for those of us
who work in the field of Maine
history and culture, it’s also truly
the end of an era. I started working in this business back in 1987.
I was about 22 years old, and I
don’t think I’d been on my job as a
summer site manager for a historic
house down in Brunswick for more
than a couple of days before someone mentioned Billie Gammon, the
visionary founder of the Norlands
Living History Center.
Like most everyone working in
museums in this state, I had certainly heard of Norlands, a place
my grandmother over in Buckfield had described as “that elegant
Washburn house that they saved,
up there on the Hill in Livermore”...or that which my museum
friends thought of more technically
as “a pioneering living history museum with an unusual residential element.”
But probably the best description came from
one of the elementary school kids who lived
down the street from me and, having been
surprised at how fascinating his field trip
visit had been, simply said that it was “cool.”
That in my mind is by far the most important estimation of the Norlands, and it’s the
one assessment that Billie would surely have
appreciated most. History is cool, though in
so many cases and in so many museums the
coolness is boiled out and vaporized before it
ever reaches the student. Billie knew how to
prevent that from happening.
It would be interesting but probably impossible to quantify the number of careers that were
affected directly or indirectly by Billie and the
Norlands. I’ve met a lot of museum and history people who had internships there—who
learned how to use a scythe or how to milk a
cow, or who presented work at one of Billie’s
signature history symposiums. I recall talking
with a colleague from Nebraska, in a café in
New Orleans (of all places), and what came
up in our conversation was his memories of
working one summer with...Billie, with whom
he had remained in touch ever since.
For me, it was not long after hearing about
Billie that I met her—she was, even then,
what I thought of as an Old Lady, but of
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And while on a personal level remembering Billie’s irresistibility
makes me smile, this philosophy of
Just Don’t Take No For an Answer
was one of her explicit operational
principles. She applied it to all of
her professional dealings, especially fund-raising and grant-writing,
and this strategy surely brought
hundreds of thousands of dollars
to Norlands over the years, allowing her to realize her dream for that
place.

Bille at Norlands
course looks can be deceiving. She may have
been about 4-foot-8 with white hair and a few
wrinkles, but there was, in fact, nothing old
about Billie Gammon. We pretty soon found
ourselves serving together on the board of
what was then called the Maine Association
of Museums. For me as a new professional in
the field, that board experience was defined
in many ways by Billie—by her advice, by
her unflagging energy, by her sense of humor
and her can-do approach to everything. What
a colleague she was!

B

ut as many in this room undoubtedly
know themselves, working with Billie
was always a two-way bargain. You had the
benefit of working with someone who would
never say no. Shall we do a conference? Sure!
Can you serve on that committee? No problem. Will you edit the newsletter? Of course.
But then came the payback. Just as Billie
would never give you a NO for an answer, she
would never herself take NO for an answer...
from anyone. One might try to weasel out of
doing something, but sooner or later you’d
hear your own voice saying, “Of course, Billie,” as I did just this past spring, when she
asked me for not one but two articles for the
Maine Archives & Museums Newsletter—and
could I send some illustrations as well? And
could they all be there by the end of the week?
Of course.
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In 1999, Maine Humanities Council awarded Billie The Constance
Carlson Public Humanities Prize,
which is its lifetime achievement
award. Surely there have been few
people who have done more to further the fields of public and local
history in this state than Billie, and
I don’t think we’ve ever had a more
appropriate honoree.
As I said at the outset, I am going to
miss her. And of the many mental
pictures I have of Billie, here’s the one that I
am going to file away to keep:
It was a fall or winter evening, and after some
sort of meeting, Billie had invited the board
of the museum association to stay for dinner
in the dining room of the Washburn house, up
at Norlands. There was a fire in the fireplace,
and the room was lit by oil lamps or candles,
and we were packed in there, warm, happy
to be with colleagues who were also friends,
eating what I’m sure was some appropriate
nineteenth-century dish as the wind blew
outside. And there was Billie, the alwaysgracious hostess, and all around her in the
firelight, a little glimpse and feeling of what
it actually might have been like to have dined
in that same room a century earlier.
We all talk (in this field at least) about bringing history to life. That evening I had a look
at how Billie actually was able to do just that.
And just like the kid from Brunswick twenty
years ago, I thought it was cool. And I know
she was cool, too.
—Erik Jorgensen,
Executive Director of
Maine Humanities Council,
speaking at Billie’s funeral
service on January 15.
Reprinted with permission.



We Remember...
Billie’s passing is another
important landmark for us. I’m of
an age to know too many folks who
mentored us in some way or another—intentional or not—who are
passing on to a greater reward.
I remember Billie doing the most fine first-person presentation of a poor person whose keep
was auctioned off in nineteenth-century Maine.
Chilling and amazing. Great stuff. Poetry to
which to aspire.
—Katie Boardman
The Cherry Valley Group
Cooperstown, N.Y.
Here is my favorite Billie Gammon
story:
I knew that Billie was not getting around much
as the guy who would drive her around died.
So Kate and I, planning to visit some friends
of ours in Stonington for a couple of days, arranged to pick up Billie and take her with us.
We had a good time. While driving back to
Livermore Falls I chanced to see an interesting
yard sale and—such is my impulse—stopped,
and we looked around. When we got back into
the car Billie said, “That was fun, I’ve never
done that before.”
Billie was in her late eighties and had
never been to a yard sale!
—Kevin McCartney
I met Billie Gammon in 1988 when I interned
at the Norlands. We became wonderful friends
and remained so for the rest of her life. I last
spoke to Billie over the Christmas holidays,
and although she was weak, she made a point
to engage me in a short conversation.

A Lady Who Touched Many Lives

I am writing to honor the memory of Billie
Gammon.
My name is Ron Washburn (Ronald Glenn
Washburn, M.D.). I am a great-great-greatgrandson of Reuel Washburn (through Alonzo,
William H, Robert G, and William H).

Here was a lady who touched thousands of
lives, and treated me like I was one of her own.
I suspect many of us feel the same way about
Billie.
While it is true to note this is a time to celebrate
her life, I will miss her very much.

Billie Gammon touched my family at several
key junctures in my life.
The first was the summer of 1971, when I was
a high school student. My father had visited
the Norlands with his family in the 1930s and
wanted to share his experience with us, so we
drove from our home in Illinois to Maine. Billie Gammon was on hand to welcome us and
let us into the house and library. Billie made a
special point of making us feel at home by noting Uncle Reuel’s positive influence over the
development of Israel Sr.’s children.
The second was the summer of 1982. I had recently married Deborah (Edwards) Washburn
and wanted to show her the Norlands as well
as Reuel’s grave a short distance away. Deborah was impressed with Billie’s hospitality and
the rich history.
The third was for a return visit to the Norlands
with Deborah during summer of 1994. Billie,
clearly remembering our earlier visits, invited
us to her house where she was exuding enthusiasm about her recent grant applications (at
age 78, if my math is correct).
The fourth and final time was when I sent her a
brief greeting card two or three years ago. She
returned a detailed letter outlining news of the
Norlands and her family, and requested more
news about our family. She evidently wasn’t
satisfied with my brief greeting card.

—Ron Washburn

A Guy Named Billie
continued from page 12

ing appearances at Live-Ins and other Norlands
programs.
To say that Billie’s scintillating blue eyes, sharp
mind, and dedicated persistence will be missed
is a gross understatement. All of us who knew
her, whether in the context of Norlands, MAM,
her church, her community, and/or her family,
will be greatly challenged in trying to fill or to
circumvent the void left by her departure. Still,
those who knew her will find guidance in two
of her favorite admonitions which she personified in her own life: “Nothing is impossible,”
and “Never take ‘no’ for an answer.” We may
also find encouragement, for both our personal
and professional lives, in another of her aphorisms:
Yesterday is history;
tomorrow is a mystery.
Today is a gift;
that’s why we call it “the present.”
So—bon voyage to an extraordinary lady, and
carpe diem to the rest of us.
—Ron Kley

I’m sure all who have written tributes agree—
Billie was an extraordinary person! My career
as a historian began with the Norlands and the
encouragement from Billie. And I can confidently say that without Billie I would not be
where I’m at today.
Billie was one of my best friends, which might
sound strange for a woman who was about 50
years older than me. But I really never thought
of it that way. We all miss her, but her legacy
remains, and I know my life is richer for knowing Billie and counting her as a friend.
—Dr. Raymond D. Screws
University of Arkansas at Little Rock


BILLIE GAMMON (r.) chats with Sarah McMahon, Associate Professor, Department of History at
Bowdoin College, during the Washburn Humanities Seminar in June, 2007. The photo was taken
in the undercroft of the Livermore Falls Baptist Church.
Photo courtesy Harriet Price.
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Summer 2009 at
Colonial Pemaquid
LIVING HISTORY
LECTURES
ARCHAEOLOGY
by Carolyn McKeon
Friends of Colonial Pemaquid
www.friendsofcolonialpemaquid.org
Colonial Pemaquid State Historic Site
New Harbor, Maine

In 2009, Colonial Pemaquid once again will host a series of living history events, lectures, and an archaeology workshop to showcase
various aspects of life in Midcoast Maine during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries and, more specifically, Pemaquid’s place in that
colonial world. Sponsored by the Friends of Colonial Pemaquid, these
events draw talent from historians, authors, and archaeologists to help
build an accurate picture of the spot on the map known as Pemaquid.
Most living history events take place outdoors on the weekends, and
while there is no charge, donations are gratefully accepted. History
lectures are held on Monday evenings in the site museum at Colonial
Pemaquid State Historic Site, where a modest fee is charged for nonmembers. The popular archaeology discovery workshop is a hands-on,
family-friendly event that offers participants the chance to try out a sim-

Saturday, July 4 (2 p.m.)

233rd Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence

Public reading and commentary by a living
history interpreter. Donations welcome.

Monday, July 6 (7:30 p.m.)

Lessons from the Underground

Lecture by Tom Desjardin, historian of the
Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands, on newly
studied archaeological finds at Colonial Pemaquid. ($5, or free for members).

Saturday, July 11 (1 - 5 p.m.)

Archaeology Discovery Workshop

Hands-on activities for youth and adults featuring historical archaeologist Dr. Neill DePaoli.
Donations welcome. (Rain date: July 12)

Saturday, July 11 (8:30 p.m.)
July Evening Lantern Walk

Step into the past with a tour of the seventeenth-century excavated village and a meeting
with an eighteenth-century soldier on duty at
Fort William Henry. Donation welcome. (Rain
date: July 12)
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ulated dig, reassemble broken ceramics, and learn the basics of historic
archaeology. Join other history lovers in supporting this summer’s close
look at a time and a place so important to the European development of
the New World.
Colonial Pemaquid is open daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Memorial Day through
Labor Day. Park personnel and interpreters are available to answer questions and to direct visitors to the site’s historic structures, archaeological
remains, museum, burial ground, and gift shop. A permanent exhibit,
“Guns, Politics and Furs,” is housed in the partially reconstructed Fort
William Henry on site. Reservations for school or group tours can be
made by calling 207-677-2423. For more information, visit the park’s
website at <www.friendsofcolonialpemaquid.org>.

Monday, July 13 (7:30 p.m.)

Arrgh and All That: A True History
of the Pirates and Buccaneers from
Maine to the Caribbean

Presentation by historian/author James Nelson.
($5, or free for members)

Monday, July 20 (7:30 p.m.)

Nineteenth-Century Wabanaki
Petitions

Talk by Micah Pawling, University of Maine,
Orono. ($5, or free for members)

Saturday, August 1 (8 p.m.)

August Evening Lantern Walk

Step into the past with a tour of the seventeenth-century excavated village and a meeting with an eighteenth-century soldier on duty
at Fort William Henry. Donations welcome.
(Rain date: August 2)

Monday, August 3 (7:30 p.m.)

New England Merchant Mansions:
Their Coastal and River Settings
Lecture by historian Miriam Butts.
($5, or free for members)

Saturday, July 25 (1 p.m. & 3 p.m.) Monday, August 10 (7:30 p.m.)
The Age of Pirates

Living history presenter and local author James
Nelson recreates the infamous Dixie Bull. Donations welcome. (Rain date: July 26)

Monday, July 27 (7:30 p.m.)

Gravestones:
Saving the Past for the Future

Presentation by Kai Nalenz, owner of Gravestone Services of New England.
($5, or free for members)

Archaeological Investigation of
the 17th-Century Walter Phillips
Homestead Site Along the Upper
Damariscotta—An Update

Talk by historical archaeologist Tim Dinsmore.
($5, or free for members)

—continued on page 10
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Waldo County
Historical Societies
Meet

by Jane Strauss
Bayside Historical Preservation Society

On Saturday, January 31, 2009, the
first gathering of representatives from most of
the historical societies in Waldo County took
place. Hosted by the Penobscot Marine Museum and moderated by George Squibb of the
Belfast Historical Society, this meeting was developed by George as a “get acquainted” session to explore what (if any) opportunities exist
to cooperate for mutual benefit. It was attended
by more than 50 people representing 17 historical societies, museums, and the Belfast Library. An additional five Waldo County groups
were unable to attend.

Most of the discussion revolved around what
kind of cooperation might be undertaken.
Many possibilities were suggested, including
a common website for promotion and education, an open museum program, and an annual
coordinated exhibition. Some of the smaller,
newer societies are seeking assistance with
grant-writing and collection organization,
while others suggested developing a speakers’
roster for the area. It was noted that there may
be grant money available for collaborative efforts. It was agreed that a smaller group would
brainstorm some of these ideas in the next few
months and convene a second meeting on the
first Saturday in May.

Attending institutions included historical societies from Bayside, Belfast, Brooks, Freedom,
Green Plantation (Belmont), Islesboro, Knox,
Liberty, Lincolnville, Montville, Morrill, Searsport, Stockton Springs, Thorndike, Winterport, City Point Central Railroad Museum, Penobscot Marine Museum, and the Belfast Free
Library. •

A Harvester Before the Storm
continued from page 1

At the celebration of Darcy Wakefield’s life,
December 14, 2005, Billie, just recovering
from a severe stroke, recited poems she and
Darcy loved. This one was by Emily Dickinson:
I’m Nobody! Who are you?
Are you — Nobody — Too?
Then there’s a pair of us?
Don’t tell! they’d advertise — you know!
How dreary — to be — Somebody!
How public — like a frog —
To tell one’s name — the lifelong June —
To an admiring Bog!
— H.H. Price
Writer
10

A “Museum in the Streets”
in Searsport

If you were to ask how to go about developing a “Museum in the Streets,” I would say
just do it. If you love your town and want to share its history, then this is a good way. The mission statement of the Historic Preservation Committee, Town of Searsport, includes promoting
community pride with education about the town’s history. Patrick Cardon, creator and developer
of the trademarked program, helped us carry out that mission. He believes our heritage and collective memory are all around us, and we have a responsibility to preserve it. The “Museum in
the Streets” invites us to follow a sign-posted tour to discover the history of the town through its
architecture and vintage images.

The execution of the project is started either by identifying photographs and images you want
to use and then developing suitable short anecdotes about them, or the other way around—by
looking for photographs that illustrate the stories you want to tell. In Searsport, we collected ours
from the Penobscot Marine Museum and from many local citizens who were eager to share their
photographs and wonderful stories. Next, working with Patrick, you go through editing, layout,
corrections, and finally the production and installation of the panels and map brochures. The
project culminated with a dedication ceremony held in historic Searsport Union Hall on May 24,
where the panels were presented to the Town of Searsport.

The “Museum in the Streets” panels had the generous support of the Maine Humanities Council,
the Davis Family Foundation, the Maine Community Foundation, and the Town of Searsport; and
the enthusiastic sponsorship of local families, businesses, and corporations. The program has been
very well received by visitors, local families, and businesses. •

Belfast Historical Society
and Museum

The Belfast Historical Society and Museum is pleased to announce that it has received
a generous grant from the Bangor Savings Bank Foundation in support of the museum’s innovative and highly successful Summer Student Intern Program. For the past eight years the Intern
Program has provided an outstanding educational opportunity for two Belfast Area High School
students. The interns participate in all aspects of museum operations. They greet the public, give
tours, help with the conservation and cataloguing of collections, and assist in the creation of
exhibits. The Bangor Savings Bank Foundation grant will support one of the two interns for two
years. The second intern is supported by generous donations from the Belfast Historical Society
membership. •

Colonial Pemaquid, continued from page 9
Monday, August 17 (7:30 p.m.)

17th-Century Pemaquid and the Wider World

Presentation by Dr. Warren Riess, University of Maine-Darling Center.
($5, or free for members)

Saturday, August 22 ~ Sunday, August 23 (1-4 p.m. daily)
Uneasy Alliance

Trade and conflict in seventeenth-century coastal Maine between Europeans and Native Americans, featuring living history interpreter Ken Hamilton. Donations welcome.

Monday, August 24 (7:30 p.m.)

Pemaquid and the New York Connection

Lecture by historical archaeologist Dr. Neill DePaoli. ($5, or free for members)

Saturday, September 5 (1 p.m. and 3 p.m.)
Castlebay in Concert: Season’s End

An outdoor performance of Celtic music featuring popular local duo Fred Gosbee and Julia Lane.
Donations welcome. (Rain date: September 6) •
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MAINE ARCHIVES & MUSEUMS
PURPOSE

Maine Archives and Museums is a membership organization whose purpose
is to develop and foster a network of citizens and institutions in Maine who
identify, collect, interpret and/or provide access to materials relating to history and culture.

MEMBERSHIP

Students, trustees, volunteers, entry-level or experienced paid and unpaid
professionals, museum and historical society members, the interested public
and service providers — all are welcome as members of MAM.

BENEFITS

Quarterly Newsletter
Provides information on Funding Opportunities; Books and Publications;
Statewide Museum, Historical Society, Archives News and Activities;
Shared Resources; All-Volunteer Organizations; Ideas that Work in Maine;
Computers; Conservation; Technical Questions; Ethical Matters.
Listings
On the Department of Tourism’s Internet/World Wide Web
Home Page (free!).
Annual Conference
Opportunities to gather with fellow professionals, volunteers and other colleagues in the state to share ideas, network and review and acquire the skills
to manage our state’s cultural resources.
Regional Workshops
Conference topics listed above are also available as local and regional
workshops to make attendance easier and to tailor needs to local issues and
groups of societies, museums and archives.
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Discounts on Museum and Archival Supplies
Offered to all MAM members by Brodart, Gaylord, and University Products.

JOIN/RENEW TODAY!

Your support and participation enable MAM to provide ever-improved
services to Maine’s cultural community of historical societies, archives,
museums and galleries. We have very important work to do. By working
together, we can realize our vital dreams and visions.
★ JOIN MAINE’S CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS E-MAIL LIST!

This is a great opportunity to share with others what we are all doing and to
get information about problems, resources, grant opportunities, and more.
Maine’s cultural community has an e-mail based discussion forum available through the Internet. Intended for archives, museum, historical society,
preservation, arts, library, etc., organizations, their professional staff and
active volunteers, the Maine Cultural Organization List Serve is a way of
keeping in touch. If you’re not familiar with this type of thing, it’s a way of
sending an e-mail message to everyone who has joined “the list.” When you
join, you also receive any message posted to the list by others. You can read,
ignore, or respond as you please. You need to subscribe before you can send
and receive list messages.
To subscribe, point your web browser to <http://lists.maine.edu/archives/
mcultr-l.html>. Click on “Join or leave the list,” and follow the directions.
Then, whenever you send mail to the list at <MCULTR-L@lists.maine.
edu>, all subscribers will see your message and will be able to respond to
the list in general or to your own address. If you have problems subscribing,
e-mail <janet.roberts@maine.gov>.
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A Guy Named
Billie

can still recall my first encounter with Billie. It was early in 1973, and I had only
recently returned with great enthusiasm
from the first annual conference of ALHFAM,
the Association for Living Historical Farms
and Agricultural Museums. Thus motivated, I
had written an article for the Maine State Museum’s monthly newsletter, entitled “Maine, A
Living Historical State,” in which I suggested
that ours was a state where many traditional
activities still survived (farming, lumbering,
commercial fishing, quarrying, boat-building, et. al.) and where historical re-creations
of such activities might readily be developed
for interpretive/recreational/research purposes,
and with potential economic benefits.
In response, I received a letter from a person
I’d never heard of (some “guy” named Billie Gammon) inviting me to a place I’d never heard of (some old house and grounds in
Livermore, called Norlands), where the writer
seemed to think that there might be potentials
for “living history.” I accepted the invitation
on one of the coldest days of a very snowy
January, and spent two hours being shepherded
through unheated nineteenth-century buildings
and the knee-deep snow between them by Billie, who turned out to be not a “guy” at all, but
a bubbling female cauldron of enthusiasm for
a place that she had known for nearly two decades and which, at least in her dreams, still
reverberated with echoes of the people and
activities on a nineteenth-century farmstead in
a rural Maine “crossroads community.” Here,

she insisted, was the ideal place to make history come alive.

I couldn’t help but agree—in part because Billie was such a persuasive “salesman,” in part
because I feared that if I didn’t agree I might
be dragged back out onto the frozen tundra of
Norlands for further convincing.
The rest is history—a history that’s still very
much “alive.” With the clear vision of Billie’s
sparkling blue eyes, and according to a mental
blueprint that she had been nurturing for nearly
twenty years, Norlands was transformed from
a rather down-at-the-heels retreat for descendants of Maine’s illustrious nineteenth-century
Washburn Family into a thriving educational
center operating under the aegis of a 501[c][3]
foundation, receiving federal and state grants
as “seed money” to support implementation of
its innovative programs, and welcoming thousands of Maine school children and other visitors to participate in various “journeys” into
environments, activities, personalities, and
mindsets of times long past.
Many and perhaps most readers of the MAM
Newsletter (so ably edited by Billie until well
into the final year of her life) will recall their
own experiential introductions to the past in the
kitchen or the barn or the “Farmer’s Cottage”
or the one-room schoolhouse at Norlands,
where they visited and role-played along with
their grade school classmates. Others will have
heard tales of such experiences as reported by

their own children or grandchildren. Those visits and experiences have become a milestone in
the Social Studies education of countless thousands of Maine’s children, past and present.
Perhaps the most remarkable of all programs
pioneered by Billie at Norlands was (and remains) the “Living History Live-Ins,” whose
participants experience a “total immersion”
in the activities of the past, and in the lives
of actual individuals who once resided in the
Norlands neighborhood. It was the unique, affective power of those programs which led a
Swedish visitor and museum director, Sten
Rentshog, to single out Norlands as one of the
most noteworthy living history sites in North
America. He introduced Norlands, it’s Live-In
programs, and Billie to the world in his 2007
book, Open Air Museums—The history and future of a visionary idea.
In tracing the development of such sites in
North America, he listed Norlands among a
select group of ten that he regarded as being
most significant or exemplary, and he cited Billie’s accomplishments at Norlands alongside
those of such visionary institutional founders
as America’s Henry Ford and John D. Rockefeller, and Sweden’s iconic Artur Hazelius.
That’s heady praise, indeed, for the person we
knew, and still know, as Billie, and for “Mercy
Lovejoy,” the nineteenth-century pauper lady
whose persona Billie so often and so convincingly assumed in her “first-person” role-play—continued on page 8
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